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On April 20th we enthusiastically
celebrated the Easter proclamation “Alleluia, Christ is Risen;
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!” After a solemn Holy
Week we lit a new flame and
then the paschal candle symbolizing the resurrected light of
Christ burning anew in our lives.
That paschal candle now prominently burns in the front of our
church for all services for the
remainder of the 50 days of the
season of Easter.
The scriptural readings and our
prayers at Easter (and for the
entire Easter season) speak of
the “paschal mystery” of Easter.
What do we mean? The word
“paschal” has its root in the
Greek word “pascha” and the
Hebrew “pesah” meaning
“passing over.” We are reminded that Jesus celebrated the last
supper with his disciples as a
Passover meal, celebrating the
passing over of God’s Spirit
which led the liberation of the
Israelites from the slavery of
pharaoh. The New Testament
celebration for Christians is that

Jesus willingly died on the cross
and was laid in the tomb. Then
the mystery begins to unfold.
Once again, God’s Spirit is not
bound by worldly limitations.
Three days later, Jesus passes
from death to life in the experience of the resurrection. How
did it happen? How can it be
proven? How is this explained?
The answer is, it can’t be. It is
the paschal mystery of our faith.
What we do know is what we
are promised, that just as Jesus
was raised from the dead, we
too will triumph over death and
pass into life eternal with God.
Easter is our annual joyous experience recognizing that there
is a lot that is beyond our understanding. There are many
mysteries in our lives. The
paschal mystery is that the resurrection of Jesus was experienced numerous times after his
crucifixion, and the purpose of
that resurrection was to give
light to a new understanding
that God loves us beyond the
limitations of this world. It may

be a mystery because it is beyond our understanding. The
impact is that it gives new life
and meaning to our lives, which
is why we proclaim at Easter;
“Alleluia, Christ is risen; The
Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!”
Sincerely and faithfully,
Fr. Jeff
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Construction Developments
In the last month a lot has been
accomplished. The new
“family” or “unisex” lavatory
has been completed off Worsham Hall. This bright new
facility is fully ADA or Americans with Disabilities Act compliant, which means it is accessible by wheel chair and also
has hand rails for further assistance. The family identification
is because there is a child
friendly toilet, and babychanging table in addition to
the ADA toilet. The renovated
men’s room behind the kitchen
is also completed. Expanded
and completely re-plumbed and
rebuilt, we are grateful for this
new facility.

Courtyard cleanup

Courtyard cleanup

Fr. Jeff bagging leaves

The focus of attention is now
the renovation of the second
floor former ladies locker
room and new women’s lavatory. At this time electricians,
plumbers and the new heating
and air conditioning systems
are being installed. Then new
walls, and another lavatory will
be built. We are optimistic this
will come together during the
month of May. Once completed, this will be a multi-purpose,
open meeting room with folding tables and chairs, a kitchenette and lockable cabinets for

the many community groups
that meet at Good Shepherd
Church. Another component
of this building permit will be a
new handicapped access ramp
from the parking lot to the
pool and rear entrance of the
church.
We are also pleased to announce that Episcopal Children’s Services (ECS) has received their zoning approval, is
in the process of applying for
building permits and will very
soon begin renovating our
Sunday school classrooms, and
building a playground in the
parking lot. ECS is planning on
beginning their programs in
August . Watch for the new
signs, and spread the word that
quality child care will soon be
available at Good Shepherd
Church this summer.
This year continues to produce
many wonderful improvements
to our church facilities and
programs. We continue to be
grateful to all who are helping
to enhance our facilities and
ministries.

Outreach

Palm Sunday

Thank you to everyone who
participated in the Lenten
Offering this Easter season.
As you know the proceeds
have been designated for the
Thanksgiving Meals ministry.
Your generosity will allow us
to provide meals for an additional 38-40 people in our
community who otherwise
would not enjoy a traditional
Thanksgiving feast.

Feeding the Soul continues.
Each Friday a group of parishioners picks up food from Second Harvest Food Bank and
takes it to West Riverside Elementary, where it is distributed
to selected families. The principal and guidance counselor are
grateful to Food Shepherd for
this ministry.
Remember the food baskets in
the back of the church. Most

grocery stores have Buy One
Get One free offers each week
so it sis easy to pick up an extra canned item, jar of peanut
butter or boxed item. The food
is taken to St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church on the
Westside. They have a food
pantry open a couple days of
the week. Last year they assisted 4,017 families.
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Camp Weed Summer Sessions
It’s time to register for Summer Camp at Camp Weed!
This is a great way to experience the outdoor life Northern
Florida has to offer: kayaking,
high and low ropes challenge
courses, field games, basketball,
and pool games.
In addition to the weeklong
camp sessions for 3rd – 12th
graders, a new special interest
session – Camp St. Francis will
be offered. Activities during
this session will be fewer and
more in depth. Campers will
select a single activity to spend

their mornings on, with a
greater variety of activities in
the afternoon. These activities
will include drawing/painting,
sculpture, leather working,
lifeguarding/CPR training, game
theory and board game design.
A few lucky campers will be
able to reserve a spot to come
and learn the basics of aviation,
and will be taken up by licensed
pilots to fly an airplane!

in the Columbia/Suwannee
County areas serving the
needy, hungry and lonely in our
own diocese.
Camp sessions begin the week
of June 8. Scholarships are
available. For more information
including a list of sessions for
each grade level and online
registration, go to diocesefl.org
and click on youth e-news.

Camp Weed will again offer
Mission Camp, a group camp
for 6th – 12th graders looking
for a local mission experience

Seder Supper

DuPont Grant and Clergy Search
At the annual meeting in February, Fr. Jeff announced that
Good Shepherd Church had
received a grant to help fund an
additional staff position for the
purpose of increasing our outreach, pastoral and ministries
to youth and young families.
The deployment of clergy in
the Episcopal Church involves a
close working relationship with
our local Bishop and his staff.

Fr. Jeff has had a number of
meetings with Bishop Howard
and Fr. Bob Griffiths at the
diocese to define the gifts and
skills we seek to identify in
potential candidates. The process for hiring another priest is
well defined and is well underway. We are optimistic that
over the summer we will have
more to report and that this

new ministry will begin early in
the fall. This is an exciting
development and we look forward to the potential it will
offer the entire parish.
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Around the Diocese—The Diocese of Florida

The Episcopal Church in the
United States is divided into
109 dioceses, which are
grouped into 9 provinces. The
Diocese of Florida is in province IV, which includes 20 Dioceses in Florida, Georgia, South
Carolina, North Carolina, Alabama, Louisiana, Tennessee and
Kentucky.
Province IV, the largest Province in the Episcopal Church, is
also know as the Province of
Sewanee, named for the Seminary, the School of Theology of
the University of the South,
located in Sewanee Tennessee.

The Episcopal Church in Florida began on January 17, 1838 in
Tallahassee with seven churches throughout the state: Christ
Church, Pensacola; St. Joseph’s
Church, St. Joseph; Christ
Church (Now Trinity), Apalachicola; St. John’s Church, Tallahassee; St. John’s Church
(now St. John’s Cathedral),
Jacksonville; Trinity Parish, St.
Augustine;
and St. Paul’s
Church, Key West. In 1851,
the Rev. Francis Huger
Rutledge was elected the first
Bishop of Florida.
By 1892 there were 110 parishes and missions throughout the
State of Florida, and under the
direction of Bishop Weed, the
General Convention voted to
divide the Diocese of Florida.
The Missionary Jurisdiction of
Southern Florida was created

and officially became the Diocese of South Florida in 1923.
Today, there are four Dioceses
in Florida – the Diocese of
Florida, the Diocese of Central
Florida, the Diocese of Southeast Florida and the Diocese of
Southwest Florida.
The Diocese of Florida is
bounded on the East by the
Atlantic Ocean, on the north
by the Georgia State line, on
the west by the Apalachicola
River, and on the south by the
northern boundaries of Volusia,
Marion and Citrus counties. In
1895, the seat of the diocese of
Florida was moved from St.
Augustine to Jacksonville. The
Diocese currently comprises
77 churches.
Courtney Sands

Seal of the Diocese of Florida

The Seal of the Diocese of Florida

The central figure in the seal of
the Diocese of Florida is St.
John the Evangelist. He holds
in his left hand a chalice, one of
the symbols of St. John. The
Book of Common Prayer is in
his right hand indicating that it
was in the Diocese of Florida
that the first Anglican Prayer
Book services to be held in the
continental limits of the United
States were held in 1565 off
Fort Caroline, aboard John
Hawkins’ ship anchored in the
St. Johns River. The use of St.
John is assumed to have an

historical connection to the St.
Johns River.
Above St. John’s head are seven stars representing the original seven churches when the
Diocese was organized in 1838.
St. John, wearing an Alb (white
vestment), stands with 3 palm
trees on either side, suggesting
the subtropical latitude of Florida. The eagle with wings outspread in the lower third of the
seal is one of the symbols of St.
John. This eagle is a bald eagle,

a symbol of the United States.
Beneath the eagle, hiding his
talons is an orange branch with
blossoms, the State flower of
Florida, a reminder that all of
Florida was once within the
Diocese.
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Around the Diocese—Bishops
The Episcopal Church in the
United States began in 1607 in
Jamestown Virginia as part of
the Church of England, and
spread to other colonies as
more settlers arrived in America. It was limited in its work,
however, because no bishops
were sent to the colonies, and
only bishops could ordain
priests and confirm church
members. When the American
Revolution began in 1775,
there were about 300 Church
of England congregations in the
13 colonies. The church suffered persecution and a decline
in membership during the Revolution as clergymen had to
take an oath of allegiance to
the King of England.
After the Revolution, conventions began drafting a constitution and a revised version of
the Book of Common Prayer for
the new church in America. In
1783, clergy in Connecticut
elected Samuel Seabury as their
prospective Bishop. Unable to
be consecrated in England due
to the required oath, he was
consecrated in Scotland in
1784. In 1787, two priests,
William White of Pennsylvania
and Samuel Provoost of New
York, were consecrated as
bishops by the Archbishop of
Canterbury. As all bishops in
the American Church are ordained by at least three bishops, the succession is from
these first three bishops. In
1789, the Episcopal Church of
the United States was officially
established.
The Diocese of Florida was
accepted into the national
church in 1838, but there was
no bishop and the parishes
struggled to survive. This
changed, however in 1851,
when Francis Huger Rutledge
was elected the first Bishop of
Florida.

————————————Francis Huger Rutledge was
elected as the first Bishop of
Florida in 1851. He focused on
mission work and Christian
education, and transformed the
Diocese into an effective organization, raising funds, recruiting clergy and visiting every parish. In 1860, he was a
founder of the University of the
South in Sewanee Tennessee.
John Freeman Young, translator of the Christmas hymn
“Silent Night”, became the
second bishop in 1867, and
served as Bishop until 1885. He
established parishes for Cubans
living in Florida and for Blacks,
many of whom had come to
Florida from Anglican parishes
in the Caribbean.
Edwin Gardener Weed was
elected the third Bishop in
1886, and served until 1924 (38
years). In 1892, the Diocese of
South Florida spun off, and the
seat of the Diocese of Florida
was moved from St. Augustine
to Jacksonville in 1895. He was
known as the missionary bishop with more than 77 missions
founded during his episcopate.
Frank Alexander Juhan was
the youngest American Bishop
when he was consecrated in
1924, and he served until 1956.
He took special interest in
youth and college ministries,
and established ministries at
Florida State College for Women (now Florida State University) in 1931 and at the University of Florida in 1936. In 1924,
Camp Weed opened.
Edward Hamilton West
was consecrated the fifth Bishop of Florida in 1956, and

served until 1974. During this
time, he established many missions, and in 1971, the Diocese
of the Central Gulf Coast was
established for some of these
parishes and missions. Episcopal High School opened in
1966, and the Diocese built
three high-rise retirement
apartment buildings in downtown Jacksonville.
Frank Stanley Cerveny
served as the sixth Bishop of
Florida from 1974 until 1993.
He focused on evangelism and
spiritual growth, and established a close relationship with
the Diocese of Cuba. Cursillo,
a renewal movement for lay
people was begun in the diocese in 1976. In 1980, Camp
Weed was moved to its current location near Live Oak.
Stephen Hays Jecko was
elected the seventh Bishop in
1994. He began and supported
ministries for the homeless, the
incarcerated and the poor, and
developed continuing education
programs for priests and laity.
He retired in 2004.
Samuel Johnson Howard
was elected the eighth Bishop
of Florida in 2004 and celebrated his 10th year as Bishop at the
Diocesan Convention in 2014.
His ministry of reconciliation
guided the Diocese through a
period of controversy. He has
renewed a call to service,
Christian education for youth
and mission as the Diocese
begins the work of rebuilding
congregations and “growing the
church” in areas not previously
served by the Episcopal
Church.
Courtenay Wilson
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Easter Vigil

Cora Reese Bunk
is baptized

The Church Without Walls
The “Church Without Walls”
is a ministry of the Episcopal
Diocese of Florida that is
helping to create a bridge
between people in the pews
and those beyond the church
walls. Every Sunday afternoon
at 1:30 pm The Rev. Beth
Tjoflat leads an outdoor worship service of Holy Com-

Easter

munion in the Diocesan office
parking lot at Market Street and
E. Monroe Street, downtown.
Everyone is welcome - the homeless, the affluent, the churched
and the un-churched, the believer, the doubter and the seeker.
After the service there is fellowship and a picnic. Various Episcopal churches, volunteer to be
“Sunday Lunch Angels” making

and delivering them to the
parking lot after the service.
Good Shepherd takes part in
this ministry and will be providing the lunches on Sunday, May
18. This is a wonderful way to
share the unconditional love of
Christ with people from all
walks of life.
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May Birthdays
Beanie Miller (4)
Betty Brisbin (4)
Nancy Duncan (8)
Joyce Norville (8)
Jodie Coleman (8)
Shauna Leu (8)
Michelle Horton (10)
Joseph Martinez (14)

Mary House (16)
Dale Taylor (16)
Selma Cox (18)
Martha Johns (19)
Saluma Carroll (20)
Ann Pridgen (22)
Susan Callender (23)
Donald Stephens (27)

Alan Coleman (27)
John Parkyn (27)
John Williams (28)
Colin Lasota (29)
Catherine Towers (30)
William Nihem (31)

Carmine’s Dining Out For Life

May Calendar
Every Sunday

6:12 pm Study Group in Craig Lounge

8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I

7:00 pm Chancel Choir rehearsal

10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II

Every Thursday

Every Monday

5:30 pm Evening Prayer

7:30 am Morning Prayer

Every Friday

5:30 pm Children’s Chapel

7:30 am Morning Prayer

Every Tuesday
5:30 pm Evening Prayer

Wednesday, May 14, 4:00 pm
Worsham Hall—Prayer Shawl
Ministry
Sunday, May 18, 11:30 am
Worsham Hall—monthly
Potluck lunch
Monday, May 19, Library—Vestry
Meeting

Every Wednesday

Monday, May 26, Memorial Day—
Parish Office Closed

7:30 am Morning Prayer

Thursday, May 29, Ascension Day

5:00 pm St. Cecilia Choir rehearsal
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist in the Chap-
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GOOD SHEPHERD

1100 Stockton Street
Jacksonville, FL 32205
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Find us on the web
www.goodshepherd23.org

