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You may have noticed that this
opening letter is now labeled
"The Rector's Reflections" as
opposed to the "Vicar's Voice".
A few weeks ago it was announced that Bishop John Howard of the Episcopal Diocese of
Florida appointed me rector of
Good Shepherd effective May
1st. (see the accompanying article.) This is an honor and humbling announcement. The primary reason for this change is
because of another significant
development for Good Shepherd Church. It is my privilege
to announce that as of September 1st, we will welcome Fr.
Wiley Ammons as our new
Deputy for Outreach and Pastoral Ministries.
Fr. Wiley Ammons is a Jacksonville native and graduate of the
University of Florida
(Engineering) and Virginia Theological Seminary (Divinity). He
and his wife Laura, also a Jacksonville native, have been married 12 years. They have one
cat, no children, and already live
in Riverside. Fr. Wiley began his
work in ministry in 2011 on staff
at the Diocese of Florida as the
Canon for Youth Ministry. As a
member of the Bishop's staff, his
work involved youth retreats
(Happening, New Beginnings),
young adult retreats (Vocare),
supporting youth ministers and
congregations, starting a chaplaincy at UNF, providing diocesan tech support, and working
four summers as the camp di-

rector for Camp Weed in Live
Oak, FL. Fr. Wiley's passion is
preaching and teaching and living
the gospel of Jesus Christ inside
and outside the walls of the
church. He is a clergy member
of the Happening National
Committee and a Deputy to the
2015 General Convention.
When not at work, Fr. Wiley is
a reader, computer programmer, brewer, board gamer, and
private pilot.
This addition to our parish staff
is made possible because of the
recent grant we received from
The Jessie Ball DuPont Fund.
This grant seeks to identify a
priest who will join the staff of
Good Shepherd working under
the direction of the rector. The
emphasis of this new ministry
will be to enhance Good Shepherd's outreach ministry locally,
in the region, nationally and
even internationally. Already,
Fr. Ammons and I are making
plans to offer another Children's
Enrichment Workshop (CEW)
this fall. Given his expertise in
computer programing, we plan
to offer an introductory computer class for students from
our local elementary public
schools. This will require us to
set up a "computer lab" which
we intend to do on the third
floor above the parish library/
archives room. Along with this
announcement we are beginning
to look for used PC computers
from individuals or businesses,
who may be upgrading their
computers and may wish to
donate their older units to our

program. We need a dozen
computers. I foresee even an
adult component to this program as we seek to help educate parents or other adults
who may not have the resource
of a computer. Fr. Ammons will
also fill the void we have in
providing ministry to youngsters, young adults, families, and
because this is about the entire
parish, some of his responsibilities will be in the field of pastoral ministries, visiting hospitals
and those who may be "shutin." He will also be fully engaged in our worship services as
celebrant and preacher, and a
welcomed addition to our administrative staff.
I believe this is a monumental
moment for Good Shepherd
Church. We are blessed to
welcome a wonderful and spiritual priest who cares deeply for
all of God's people. We also
welcome his wife Laura and
look forward to making her feel
at home within our parish. It
also needs to be stated that
none of this would have been
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The Rector’s Reflections continued from page 1
possible without the strong
leadership and commitment
of members of the vestry
and finance committee who
believe in the future of our
church. Their vision and
confidence made this possible!

God continues to bless us in
many ways. We are grateful
for God's Spirit that continues to guide and empower
us to be a ministerial presence to all of God's kingdom.

Sincerely and faithfully,
Fr. Jeff

Bishop Howard Names Fr. Reichmann Rector
Fr. Wiley Ammons
and his wife, Laura

On May 11th, John Conder as
senior warden read a portion
of a letter he received from
Bishop John Howard. The
letter said in part that the bishop was appointing Fr. Reichmann to be the next rector of
Good Shepherd Church starting on May 1, 2014.
Fr. Reichmann arrived at Good
Shepherd in September of 2011
as vicar, or priest for Good
Shepherd under the guidance
and direction of Bishop Howard. For nearly three years, Fr.

Reichmann has worked closely
with Bishop Howard and his
Deputy for Administration,
former priest of Good Shepherd, Fr. Bob Griffiths. With
the recent grant awarded by
the duPont Fund for an additional priest to serve as outreach supervisor and pastoral
care minister, Bishop Howard
felt it was time to name Fr.
Reichmann as the next rector
of our parish. In essence, nothing will change except the title.
Given the new rector’s an-

nouncement in his opening reflections concerning Wiley Ammons joining Good Shepherd’s
staff, the appointment of the
next rector provides a more
traditional Episcopal administrative structure.
This will be the first time in
many years that Good Shepherd
will have a rector and another
full-time priest on staff. We are
grateful to Bishop Howard and
his staff for all the support they
continue to provide to our parish.

Feeding the Soul: You Make a Difference

Community room
progress

In January we began the newest
Outreach Ministry of our parish—Feeding the Soul. We partnered with West Riverside
Elementary and began delivering food bags to ten children
and their families to supplement their needs over the
weekend. Remember these
children have little or nothing
to eat when they are not at
school. The food provided by
Second Harvest (now Nutrition
Network) included fresh fruit
or vegetables, and a variety of
canned and dry food! Our contacts at WRE were WONDERFUL! Angela Doss, Guidance
Counselor and Dr. Johnson,
Principal created the list of
names, stayed in contact with
parents, and enthusiastically
received us and the food each
week.
The feedback from the school

and parents was overwhelming.
There were many touching
stories of how Feeding the Soul
had made such a difference in
their lives and how grateful
they were for the caring parish
of the Church of the Good
Shepherd.
At the end of March our number of children and their families increased to THIRTY!!
Finding the additional twenty
children and families was not a
problem for WRE! We still
received fresh fruit or vegetables on Fridays, and our team
never skipped a beat—even
when the fresh fruit was 30
watermelons!!
The comments and feedback
from our parish volunteers has
been so positive. I want to
thank them for all of their caring dedication to making a dif-

ference in our community. And
I want to give you an opportunity to thank them also. They
are: Ann Pridgen, Bud and
Doreen Roman, Dale Taylor,
Felicia Bullock, Jamie Chiles,
John and Diane Bunker, Julie
Humphress, Mary Margaret
Buchanan, Sheryl Pulley, Susan
Croom, Susannah Spencer, and
Carol Luckenbach
Our last delivery for this
school year is May 30th. We will
begin again when school starts
in late summer; hopefully we
will add additional children and
their families to our list.
Thank you our parishioners for
your continued support of
Outreach.
Peace and blessings,
Susannah Sands
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Special June Developments
We are in the midst of the graduation season, and for some it continues into the month of June. Fr.
Jeff will be with his family in New
York, as one of his sons will be
graduating in mid-June. During his
absence, we are pleased to welcome Fr. Michael Moore who will
be our celebrant and preacher on
Sunday, June 8th.
It is also a pleasure to let you
know that Fr. Gee Alexander will
return and substitute on Wednesday evenings, June 4th, 11th and
18th when he will celebrate Holy
Eucharist in the chapel at 5:30 and

then lead an adult education
class in Craig Lounge at
6:15. Fr. Gee will also substitute on Sunday, June 15th and
preside at the baptism of Jean
and Ross Krueger's grandson,
Luke.
We are fortunate to have the
assistance of these priests
during Fr. Jeff's absence. With
their assistance, we continue
to offer our regular worship
and educational opportunities. Please reach out to welcome and express your assistance in June.

Mother’s Day Breakfast
after 8 am service

Summer Book Club Returns
In case there was any doubt in
your mind as to whether summer has actually arrived, take
note of this final harbinger of
heat:
IT’S TIME FOR ANOTHER
SUMMER BOOK CLUB!!!
Yes, we are returning to our
summer tradition of gathering
in Craig Lounge 10:00 A.M. ON THURSDAYS, BEGINNING
JUNE 26th to listen to select readings
from nostalgic tomes and to

discuss these readings, adding
our own remembrances and
two-cents-worths. (Despite
this financially-based figure of
speech, no money exchange is
involved; no book need be
purchased for this class. And
no matter how priceless some
nostalgia may be, it shall remain
without price.)
Circle Thursdays on your summer calendars NOW – or, if
applicable, just program it into
your “smart phone,” but don’t
tell me about it because I still
prefer pen and paper. Also, jot
down (or “enter”) the church

office number, 387-5691, or my
email, ann.pridgen@gmail.com if
you will need transportation because we’ll be happy to arrange it
if you contact us.
I look forward to the mental stimulation and conviviality of these
seasonal gatherings and have been
having fun reviewing some literary
treats for you. I shall also be
providing some culinary treats in
the form of cookies. I hope you
are already salivating!
Ann Pridgen, Leader/Reader/Cookie
Chef

June Birthdays
Jean Krueger (1)

Lindsay Bullock (9)

Gail Dunn (17)

Gary Pridgen (2)

Murphy Williams (11)

Frank Houghton (18)

Randy Stephens (2)

Leo Medina (15)

Tripp Newsom (19)

Carole Burke (4)

Mary Hedrick (15)

Ray Cessna (21)

Jessica Medina (9)

Peggy Bryan (16)

Peiney Allerton (26)
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Good Shepherd’s Graduating Seniors

Play Day at Boone Park

High school seniors Maggie Ely,
Emily Leeser, Matthew Ubl and
Zachary Lawson are all part of
the Class of 2014.
Maggie graduated from Episcopal School and will be attending
Centre College in Danville,
Kentucky this fall. Emily also
graduated from Episcopal
School and will attend
Georgetown University in
Washington DC. Matthew

graduated from Stanton College Preparatory School and
will be going to University of
Central Florida this fall.
Zachary graduated from Englewood High School and leaves
for Army boot camp later this
month. May the Lord continue
to guide and bless our graduates as they begin the next
phase of their lives.
Congratulations!

Fr. Jeff joins
Good Shepherd families
at Boone Park

June Calendar

Play Day at
Boone Park

Every Sunday

Every Thursday

8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I

5:30 pm Evening Prayer

10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II

Every Friday

Every Monday

7:30 am Morning Prayer

7:30 am Morning Prayer
5:30 pm Children’s Chapel
Every Tuesday
5:30 pm Evening Prayer
Every Wednesday

Play Day at Boone Park

Sunday, June 8, 11:30 am Worsham Hall— monthly Potluck lunch
Wednesday, June 11, 4:00 pm
Craig Lounge—Prayer Shawl Ministry

7:30 am Morning Prayer

Monday, June 23, 6:00 pm, Library/
archives room—Vestry Meeting

5:30 pm Holy Eucharist in the
Chap-

Thursday, June 26, 10:00 am, Craig
Lounge – Summer Book Club

6:12 pm Study Group in Craig
Lounge

Sunday, June 29, 11:30 am, Craig
Lounge/courtyard – Sundaes on
Sunday
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Families With Young Children
Families with Young Children (FWYC) has really taken off in the 9 months since
the group has been established. We started last fall
with a parent dinner at Blue
Fish restaurant so that we
could get to know one another. Since that dinner, we
have grown as a group with
the births of several little
boys and girls as well as
new families who have
joined our Good Shepherd
community.
We have had several FWYC
activities and events. At Halloween we had a parade
around the courtyard where
the children wore their costumes and then made their
own candied apples. Also,
our annual Easter egg hunt
was a big success with the
help of the older children and

teens in the church preparing and hiding eggs.
We continue to get together
weekly at Children's Chapel
on Monday evenings where
the kids have the opportunity
to learn about God's love in
a nurturing environment tailored to them. In Children's
Chapel, the children have
been working on learning
new songs and prayers and
are looking forward to sharing these with the congregation at future services.
FWYC has had several play
dates at Boone Park .The
most recent one was Saturday, May 31. This is fun for
both the kids and the parents. While the children run
and play, the parents have a
chance to chat and catch up
with one another.

If you would like further information about FWYC or would
like to receive future email
communication about events
and gatherings, please contact Kate Medill (356-2861 or
kate_roman5283@yahoo.
com) or the parish office.

Wind Down

Come play with us!
Kate Medill

Parish Prayer List
Our collective prayers for
those in need during the
"Prayers for the whole state of
Christ's Church" at the 8:00
service, or during the "Prayers
of the People" at the 10:00
service are extremely important as we offer our individual prayers for others. Every
week our Sunday service leaflet
lists the first names of people
who may be sick, seek guidance
and direction, who serve in our
armed forces, or others who
simply seek our prayers. Recently it was suggested
that in order to be more specific in our prayers we begin to
include the last names of those
on our parish prayer list. We

want to do whatever we can to
promote our individual prayers
for others and realize the importance of being more specific.
Beginning in the middle of June
we will begin using both first
and last names of those who
are on our parish prayer list.
If for some reason you do not
wish to have your last name
included, please notify the parish office at 387-5691. Another
slight change will be that names
will be included on the prayer
list for a period of four weeks.
At that time, if you wish to relist people you are welcomed
and encouraged to do so by

contacting the church
office. These changes
are being made recognizing the importance of the
impact our individual prayers
offer others. With this additional information please do
not ask the clergy for information on the reasons or condition of people who may be
on our prayer list as this is
often confidential. Contact
family members directly for
such information.
Mission work takes many different forms. Praying for others may be one of the most
important missionary efforts
we can make. Let us always be
mindful of the needs of others.

Wind Down
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Around the Diocese
CAMP WEED
The Bishop Edward G.
Weed Camp
The Bishop Frank S. Cerveny Conference Center
In June 1924 The Diocese of
Florida sponsored its first summer program near St. Augustine, with 40 children attending.
The camp was named Camp
Weed in honor of Edwin Gardner Weed, the third Bishop of
Florida. In 1925, the camp
moved to Panama City and was
located at several different
locations in that area through
the 1960’s. Attendance at
Camp sessions continued to
grow, reaching 400 people in
the 40’s and 650 in the 60’s.
By 1970, the decision was made
to relocate to a more central
site in the Diocese. In 1978,
the Diocese purchased 520
acres near Live Oak, Florida.
During the 80’s, in addition to
trails and recreation areas,
permanent facilities were built
– cabins, a kitchen, dining
room, motel rooms, and a
swimming pool. A Conference
Center was built and named in
honor of Bishop Frank C. Cerveny. Additional facilities were
built, including a Youth Pavilion
and gymnasium for groups up
to 450 in 2006.

In 1995, Mandi’s Chapel was
built as a memorial to Amanda
(Mandi) Petway. It is a favorite
site for weddings. In 2012 the
American Institute of Architects
(AIA) named Mandi’s Chapel
the top Religious Building and
the Second Overall Building in
Florida’s top 100 buildings competition “100 Years, 100 Places”.
Today ,Camp Weed and the
Cerveny Center welcome 650
summer campers and more
than 35,000 guests a year In
addition to Camps for youth,
the facility is used for a wide
variety of groups and activities.
The summer calendar includes:
parish retreats; family reunions;
weddings and receptions; nonprofit and business retreats
meetings and banquets; wounded warrior retreats; as well as
quilters, and dog training.
Good Shepherd has held its
Parish Retreat at Camp Weed
for several years. Mark your
calendar now for September 26
-28. For more information
about Camp Weed, including
activities, and photos, visit their
website www.campweed.org.
Also, see the current issue of
the Diocesan Magazine.

CAMP BLANKENSHIP,
CUBA
Camp Blankenship is a retreat
facility of the Episcopal Church in
Cuba. It is located near the town
of Placetas, in the province of Villa
Clara, in the center of Cuba,
roughly between Havana and Florida, Cuba (app 200 miles from
Havana and 150 miles from Florida). Land for the camp was obtained in the 1950’s but the revolution prevented the development
of the camp until recently.
Plans are to use the camp like
Camp Weed, for youth camps,
retreats, Diocesan meetings, etc.
The camp is approximately 10
acres. There are presently 2
structures on the site – a pole
barn and a shelter for the animals.
A family lives on the property as
caretakers. There are two oxen
used to clear the land of very
thick weeds, and some fruit trees
have been planted.
Plans include building a central
structure with a chapel and a
kitchen surrounded by several
cabins. Bishop Griselda expects
the cost of construction to be
approximately $250,000 over the
next 5 years. A gift of $500 was
made by Good Shepherd from the
proceeds of last year’s Cuban
Fiesta.
Courtenay Wilson

Bishop Griselda of Cuba with Courtenay Wilson and
Ted Centerwall at 2014 Diocesan Convention
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Church Without Walls—Sunday, May 18

Fr. Milton Worsham’s Commitment
A couple of weeks ago while moving
the harpsichord I learned that like
our wonderful organ, our harpsichord, commissioned in 1992 for
Good Shepherd Church, has a very
unique inscription. Inside the hinged
top of the instrument in Latin it
reads “septem una, non unus in septem” which translates “seven in one,
not one in seven”. This was a favorite phrase of former rector The Rev.
Milton Worsham in describing Good
Shepherd Church. Fr. Worsham
meant that the church should be
active seven days a week, and not
just on Sunday. Over the last few
months I have come to appreciate
how true this is and how it is ever
increasing.
Probably one of the most noticeable
examples of how our church is used
by the wider community is with the
pool, which is now open seven days a
week. The hours vary, but on most
days you can enter the pool as early
as 5:00 in the morning until 8:00 at
night. If you come by most afternoons you will see lots of children
and their families utilizing this wonderful asset.

Recently we had to empty out the
Sunday school wing in preparation
for the renovations by Episcopal
Children’s Services early learning
program. ECS is expecting to bring
65 children to Good Shepherd
Mondays through Fridays starting in
August. In preparation for these
renovations we had to move numerous community organizations
including Alcoholics Anonymous, an
Al-anon meeting, sexual addiction
and anger management meetings.
These organizations hold noonday,
evening, and Saturday morning
meetings in our facilities. Young
Life, a Christian youth organization
and Riverside Fine Arts Association
both have their administrative offices at Good Shepherd and utilize
our facilities for their programs.
The Chamber Music Society regularly holds concerts and our Children’s Enrichment Workshop
(CEW) offerings serve elementary
students from our local public elementary schools. From time to
time Jacksonville University, University of North Florida and other
outside organizations produce plays

on our stage in Worsham Hall.
This by no means covers everyone who uses our buildings, and I
haven’t even mentioned regular
Sunday services, the Daily Offices
of Morning and Evening Prayer,
our Wednesday evening Holy
Communion service and adult
formation class, choir rehearsals
and outreach efforts that go
beyond our immediate campus.
“Seven in one, not one in seven”
was and is a wonderful fulfillment
of the Gospel, which emphasizes
how Jesus ministered to all who
turned to him, worshipped God
and offered hope and peace as an
expression of God’s love for
everyone. Good Shepherd
Church touches a lot of people
because it is alive and well!
Fr. Jeff
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