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I am often asked “how do I join
Good Shepherd Church?” The
norm includes “transferring” an
official letter of membership
from another church, which we
do on a regular basis. However,
when I am actually asked “how
do I join Good Shepherd?” my
immediate answer is “if you
walk through the door, you are
a member!”
I have never been very good
with paper work. (Just ask my
wife why she has to pay our
bills.) Such formalities as
“officially” joining a church
aren’t as important for me as
simply getting involved. Worshipping, participating in outreach ministry and building a
faith community is what I believe is really important.
Having said that, there is one
matter that is very important
for us as church administrators:
managing our finances. This falls
under the subject of managing
the financial stewardship of our
congregation. It is important to
remember that stewardship is
really how we respect the gifts
of our time, talents and treasure
we receive from God. Stewardship is not to be confused with
the annual giving campaigns of
our alma maters, and other
charitable organizations. These
annual giving campaigns are
solely about money. Stewardship involves how we live our
lives in relationship with God.

We believe that everyone is
blessed by God in special ways.
Those blessings make us unique.
I am glad people like to cook,
because I can’t and will eat mac
and cheese from the blue box
whenever I can. We need creative people and we also need
those who understand the logistics of getting things done. God
has blessed us with distinctive
lives, giving us individual personalities, making each one of us
uniquely gifted.
Stewardship is about recognizing the blessings we receive and
how we serve God utilizing
those blessings. In our modern
age, stewardship is often identified solely by how we give money. One difference for Good
Shepherd Church is we do not
talk about just giving money.
Service includes the charitable
giving of our time, talents, and
financial resources.
While we may talk about stewardship throughout the year, in
November we need to do some
of the necessary paper work to
properly plan for another year.
On November 9th we will have a
special potluck lunch following
the 10:00 service when we ask
ALL of our members to come
together to collaborate by makIng a pledge to financially supPort the ministries of Good
Shepherd in 2015.
One way of becoming a mem-

One way of becoming a
member of Good Shepherd
Church is to practice
stewardship. Each of you
should prayerfully decide how
you wish to serve God through
the ministries of Good
Shepherd. This is a uniquely
personal decision. Your parish
leadership, including the vestry
and others will help you by
using your commitment as
effectively as possible. Our
ministries are growing, our
church facilities are improving
and we continue to be called
to extend God’s presence.
Please be with us on
November 9th. It is vital we
come together as a parish to
do the necessary paper work
to keep our congregation
growing in thought, word and
deeds. By God’s grace we will!
Sincerely and faithfully,
Fr. Jeff
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ECS Opens!

Paige Bussey, Director

Complete with flowers, balloons, and a ribbon cutting
ceremony, Episcopal Children's
Services Early Learning Center
at Good Shepherd Church
hosted an open house on
Thursday, October 16th.
Honored at the ribbon cutting
was our own JF Bryan, who
was instrumental in working
with The Gooding Family Trust
to help secure the funds for the
necessary renovations. Our
former Sunday school classrooms have now been converted into this brand new early
learning center.
Established in 1966, Episcopal
Children’s Service (ECS) is a
nonprofit organization with a
strong entrepreneurial spirit
that uses research and best
practices to help families en-

sure their children enter school
ready to learn. It is a “whole”
child approach- helping kids
grow intellectually, spiritually,
emotionally, physically, and
socially.
Episcopal Early Learning at
Good Shepherd is a child care
center now enrolling children
1 year- 5 years. The program
includes small class sizes, nutritious meals, watch me grow
cameras and a curriculum implemented daily.
The Director, Paige Bussey is
originally from Gainesville,
Florida. She holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Early Childhood Education with a minor in Business
Management. She has worked
for ECS 3 ½ years, finding the
organization while doing a col-

lege internship. Her passion has
always been young children. “I
love working with the children
on a daily basis and watching
them grow. I also enjoy being a
mentor to our amazing teachers here at Good Shepherd.”
Registration is still open for all
age levels and Paige welcomes
the opportunity to give tours
and provide additional information. Call the learning center at 904-723-4413 or email
Paige at pbussey@ecs4kids.org.
Good Shepherd Church is
blessed to partner with ECS in
providing this new ministry. We look forward to a long
and productive relationship.

Church Invisible
Recently I reread a portion of
Evelyn Underhill’s writing in
which she speaks of the
“Church Invisible” (those saints
known only to God) and its
role in making manifest the
kingdom of God. She writes:

New playground

Christian selves are simply parts
of that vast organism the Church
Invisible, which is called upon to
incarnate the Divine Life in history, and bring eternity into time…
(The Evelyn Underhill Reader,
P.164)
Several Sundays ago, I encountered this “church invisible.” I
had arrived at the parking lot
where we set up our “church
without walls” services, only to
find that I had left our bulletin
inserts at home. I turned

around to go get them, leaving
the 3 or 4 folks who had come
to help to fend for themselves.

was laughter and joy - a spirit
of welcome and happy anticipation.

About 30 minutes later, as I
pulled into the parking lot, I
was awestruck. The area where
we meet was brimming with
people. All the things we use
for worship had been moved
into place and set up – the
altar, a few chairs, and our
sound system. Coffee, cookies
and ice water were being
served out of the back of
someone’s vehicle.

The church was made incarnate
right before my eyes. Jesus is
alive and well. It is possible to
encounter this living God. It is
possible to bring eternity into
the realm of time. Just suit up,
show up and reach out to your
neighbor.

I stopped my car for a moment
and simply watched. Taking in
this vibrant scene was a goosebump experience for me, seeing people from all walks of life
working together and connecting with one another. There

This reflection is reprinted from
the Rev. Beth Tjoflat’s blog found
at walkingwithclare.com. Beth is
vicar of our Church Without
Walls.
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“Where Your Treasure Is, There Your Heart Will Be Also.” -Matt. 6:21
For we city dwellers, the only
reminder we get that we're
coming into the Fall harvest
season is usually the decorations going on sale in our local
retail stores. Aside from a
great basket of persimmons
coming into coffee hour following the 8 o'clock service, few of
us are eagerly anticipating harvesting our crops. One of the
gifts of the church calendar
though, is keeping us in touch
with these natural rhythms of
life. While these may seem like
“old” ways, these are very
much still the ways of people
connected to the land—to
creation. While I may be able
to get canned pumpkin any
time, at no time are they as
fresh and abundant as they are
right now.
Our life as a church family follows these natural rhythms as
well. During the time of harvest, we turn our attention
toward the gathering of our
own resources. This usually
takes the form of the annual
pledge for the upcoming year,
and we in the church talk about
the giving of time, talent, and
treasure. If you have read this
far, please allow me to congratulate you, since this is the moment on the radio when everyone changes the station, or
newsletter readers go on to
skim another article that might
be talking about something
else. If you're still with me,
then this article is for you.

My first introduction to Christian generosity was when I was
young, and I think it’s easier to
learn then. While the money
concerns of the young are real
(how am I going to afford gas
and that Saturday movie?), the
choice to give can be easier to
make when there is less at
stake. I was taught early on that
all of what we have comes
from God and belongs to God,
and we give a portion back to
thank God for his incredible
generosity. Tithing on my allowance meant that I didn't ask
a question when it came to
tithing on my first paycheck.
When we're young, the decisions are so much easier to
make because the options are
so much simpler. The decisions
of life come in absolutes. You
are cool or you are not. You
are in or out. You are obedient
or disobedient, generous or
selfish. Even if the problems
aren't simple, the answers sure
seem to be.
My best introduction to Christian generosity was a school
friend who became a coworker. On Fridays after we got off
from our after-school jobs, we
would go out to dinner. We
felt like such adults, eating in a
restaurant on a Friday night and
spending too much of our meager wages on a meal out together. We always seemed to
be penny pinching for gas money the next week, or maybe
even a CD player for our fif-

teen-year-old cars. My friend
often surprised me by picking
up the check more times than I
can count. I thought at the
time, “if he'll pay, I'll let him.” It
took me years to understand
that he was saying something
so much more profound than
“I'll get it this time.” He was
saying, “you are valuable to
me.”
Money is many things, but best
understood I think it is a tangible metaphor for what we
value in life. To value money
itself makes no sense. When
we save, our value is our own
future security. When we
spend, our value is trading our
hard work for something.
When we give, our value is for
someone outside of ourselves.
Giving is a demonstration of
our own power over money,
and love's power over us. My
friend, for me, was a metaphor
for the generosity of God.
Knowing that every time, in all
of life, God sits across the table
saying “I'll get it this time”
made me able to do the same.
Because whether it is God for
us, or us for others, the message is always the same. “You
are valuable to me. You are
worth it.”
And you are.
Fr. Wiley Ammons
Costume Sunday

November Birthdays
Winifred Dworschak (1)

Blake Parks (12)

Doreen Roman (18)

Kenneth Draper (4)

Peggy Ezell (13)

Alla Centerwall (22)

Tristan Houghton (6)

Felicia Bullock (14)

Skip Brown (28)

Kate Medill (8)

Mary Graliker (16)

Norma Miller (29)

Anthony Marotta (9)
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A Stewardship Message from our Parish Treasurer
"All things come from thee O
Lord, and of thine own have we
given thee."

Community room
painted and carpeted

On Sunday, November 9th,
Good Shepherd will host our
annual stewardship luncheon. This is a time of celebration for all we have accomplished during the past year,
but also a time of reflection and
anticipation for the great opportunities that await us in the
future. The triad of time, talent and treasure will once again
be our focus. Your time at
Good Shepherd can be spent in
worship, prayer, Bible study,
fellowship and outreach. As
we strive to be the seven-day a
week church, please join in our
great variety of offerings.
We are blessed to have so

many talented individuals in our
congregation. There are unlimited ways that people can and
use their talents for our benefit: consider adopting the
maintenance of a portion of
our expansive yard and property, volunteer in the kitchen or
church office, host coffee hour
or the monthly pot luck luncheon, consider driving the
church van on Sunday mornings
to help parishioners get to
church, assist with our Children's Enrichment Workshop
(CEW), serve on the altar
guild, join the choir (we need
new members, especially tenors), or participate in other
activities. The important factor
is to use your talent for the
benefit of Good Shepherd
Church.

Treasure is the final leg of our
triangle. During the past four
years our level of pledging has
gradually increased and for the
past two years we have maintained a balanced budget. As
our ministries continue to expand, we will need to augment
our giving to provide for our
dedicated staff and maintain
our historic building. Thank
you for your continuing support of Good Shepherd as we
proclaim the work of God in
our community.
Respectfully yours,
Ross T. Krueger, Md.
Parish Treasurer

The Octave of All Saints
One of the major feast days of
the church year is that of All
Saints on November 1st. It is
connected the next day with
the Feast of All Souls, November 2nd. The commemoration
of all the saints of the church
may reach back to before the
year 270 when Gregory Thaumaturgus wrote of the observance of a festival of all the
martyrs. The origin of All
Souls is unclear, however it
appears that while both All
Saints and All Souls are related
to praying for the deceased,
and in our modern age we
consider all the deceased to be
saints of the church, the origin
of All Souls was a time when
the faithful would pray and
even make lists of those they
continue to keep in their prayers.

All Saints is of such importance
that it is classified as a
"movable" feast. As a Principal
Feast, it alone may be observed
on the following Sunday in
addition to its observance on
its fixed date. (Source: Lesser
Feasts and Fasts p. 380.) All
Saints was initially identified
with people of "heroic sanctity"
and All Souls evolved into a
remembrance of a far larger
fellowship including those
known and unknown.
This year we will celebrate the
Feast of All Saints and All Souls
on Sunday, November 2nd. It
will be marked by a rather
special occasion, the baptism of
Brooks Edmund Albert at the
8:00 service. This is especially
important to those who regularly attend the 8:00 service as

most times baptisms take place
at the 10:00 service and it
should be noted that all of our
worship services are just as
important as any other.
In keeping with traditions, we
have invited the names of the
faithful departed and they will
be listed in our service leaflets
on All Saints and All Souls. We
will actually read the names of
those members of the congregation who have passed away
over the last year. One of the
beauties of the Episcopal
Church is its grasp of tradition. We look forward to this
special Sunday when we pray
for all the faithful departed.
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Music News
The music this month goes
through a wide rang of liturgical
and seasonal themes: All Saints
& All Souls, Stewardship, Veterans and Remembrance,
Christ the King, Thanksgiving
and Advent Sunday. We begin
with the congregational singing
of “For all the saints, who from
their labors rest” (Sine nomine)
and conclude singing “O come,
O come, Emmanuel” (Veni, veni,
Emmanuel).

music, singing a solo or performing on a musical instrument in worship are all significant ways of stewardship
through the giving of time and
talent. Offerings through music,
liturgy and song can change the
lives of others, indirectly and
subjectively. It makes a difference. Your gift of talent is a
special gift only you can give.

A key theme for November is: Stewardship – sharing time and talents
through music and liturgy.
“Now there are diversities of gifts,
but the same Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:4

CHORAL EVENSONG:
Sunday, November 23,
2014, organ recital at 5;30
p. m. and Choral Evensong
for “Christ the King” at
6:00 p.m. This Autumn the
tradition of Evensong continues
and will be offered at the conclusion of the Church liturgical
calendar year on the Last Sunday after Pentecost: the Feast
of “Christ the King”. The service will be preceded by an
organ recital demonstrating
our historic E. M. Skinner organ with Cesar Franck’s monumental ‘Final’ followed by more

Stewardship is an inner attitude, which with faith and gratitude recognizes that everything
is a gift from God. With openness of heart we willingly share
our gifts. Singing in the choir,
offering musical talent, being
effective leaders of congregational singing, rehearsing and
performing anthems and choral

“It is in giving that we receive.”

meditative music drawing us
into the evening prayers. Evensong offers a distinctly different
time of private devotion and
prayers, which are not par of
the celebration of Holy Communion. The nature of the rite
of Holy Eucharist is evangelical
and sacramental – the proclamation of the Gospel and communal worship. Evensong, as
part of the Daily Office and
being non-evangelical, is more
personal and reflective in purpose and character. The choir
will sing the magnificent
‘Evening Service in C’ by Stanford. This musical setting of the
Magnificat and Nunc Dimmitis is
one of the standards of the
Anglican repertoire and usually
a favorite in any Cathedral or
choir where Evensong is regularly sung.
Ronald Butts-Boehmer, music
director: organist and choirmaster

Coffee Hour and Potluck Reminder
The Fellowship committee
would like to clarify some matters regarding the hosting of
coffee hour and potluck lunches. Signing up does NOT mean
that those persons are responsible for bringing all the refreshments and food. The
persons signing up are the
hosts for that particular Sunday. All parishioners are encouraged to bring refreshments, as has always been the
custom. Hosts will help the
regular kitchen crew to set out

the food and drink and also
help with the clean up. Hosts
may decide to set a theme for
the coffee hour, such as fall
colors, Halloween, Jaguars,
Georgia vs. Florida game, All
Saints Day, Thanksgiving, Lent,
etc. Maybe we could set up an
i-pod with college football fight
songs one week. The idea of
having different hosts each
week is to help make sure the
same people are not always
responsible for pulling these
activities together, and to also

help make these gatherings
more lively and fun. All ideas
are welcome and thinking
"outside the box" is encouraged.
Matt Wolfe
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Thanksgiving Outreach

Preparing
Thanksgiving meals
2013

Thanksgiving is upon us! We
need names of families or individuals that would like to receive a Thanksgiving Meal.
Please take a moment to stop
by the narthex and fill out a
form giving us the needed information. If you prefer you
can email me at susannahsands@hotmail.com and I
will complete the information
form for you.

This is a traditional Outreach
Ministry at Good Shepherd and
we want to make it a success
this year!
Thank you for your help,
Susannah

Daylight Savings Time Ends Sunday, November 2
Remember to set your clocks back 1 hour Saturday night and enjoy that extra hour of
sleep. If you forget, and arrive at Good Shepherd too early for the service, enjoy a cup
of coffee in the courtyard..

November Calendar
Every Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
Every Monday
7:30 am Chapel,– Morning
Prayer
5:30 pm Chancel– Children’s
Chapel

7:00 pm Choir room – Chancel
choir rehearsal
Every Thursday
5:30 pm Chapel – Evening Prayer
Every Friday
7:30 am Chapel – Morning
Prayer

Every Tuesday
5:30 pm Chapel – Evening Prayer
Every Wednesday
7:30 am Chapel – Morning Prayer
5:00 pm Choir room – St. Cecilia youth choir rehearsal
5:30 pm Chapel – Holy Eucharist
6:12 pm Craig Hall – Adult
Study Group

Sunday, November 23, 5:30
pm, Church—organ recital;
6:00 pm,—Evensong
Monday, November 24, 6:00
pm, Library/archives room—
Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, November 26,
7:00 pm Thanksgiving Eucharist
Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving Day PARISH
OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday, November 2, DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

Friday, November 28, PARISH
OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday, November 9, 11:30 am
Worsham Hall—Stewardship
Potluck lunch

Sunday, November 30 11:30
am Craig – Sundaes on Sunday

Wednesday, November 12,
4:00 pm Craig Lounge—Prayer
Shawl Ministry
Sunday, November 23, Time
TBA Sun-Ray Cinema—
Mockingjay Part I
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