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The recent warm weather
clearly is an indication that
spring is upon us. (My family
reports from Long Island that
they can see the ground again.)
For many people who have
struggled through a difficult
winter, this spring and the new
life that will emerge from blossoms, flowers and new growth
will be especially appreciated.
With spring comes the opportunity for many to break out
white slacks, seersucker and
other fashionable clothes because according to some you
can fashionably do so after Easter. I would hope Easter is more
connected with the first paragraph and new life than the
definition of when the garment
industry tells us what is appropriate to wear!
Of note, we are still in the season of Lent, which this year has
been especially impressive because of our congregation’s
response. First and foremost
has been the dramatic increase
in weekly food donations to St.
Catherine’s Food Pantry. This
Lent, our weekly offerings have
more than doubled. We have a
sensitive and caring congregation that has taken this discipline
of Lent seriously. The results
are having an immediate impact.

Just as important, on Sundays
during Lent as we have recited
the 10 commandments and
confessed our sins at the opening of our services. These slight
changes move us out of our
comfort zones, and help us
focus on our worship of God
and preparation for celebrating
the resurrection of Jesus as our
Lord.
Holy Week is like a bridge, the
crescendo of events that allow
Easter to be unveiled. This year
our Holy Week begins in the
church courtyard on Palm Sunday, March 29 with the blessing
of palms, and celebration of
Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem. Monday evening at 6:00 we will celebrate the “Stations of the
Cross” service in the church.
Tuesday at 6 pm we will have
our
Seder Supper and Holy Eucharist in Worsham Hall. Wednesday evening is our regular worship and study schedule at 5:30
and 6:12pm. Maundy Thursday
is the service of the washing of
feet, a service emphasizing the
humility and servitude of Jesus
and all of us. Good Friday will
include services in the church at
12:00 noon and 7:00 pm. On
Saturday, Easter Eve we again
congregate in the courtyard and
process the new light of Christ
into the church. That is followed on Easter morning with

services in the church at 8 & 10
am.
This is an extensive offering of
worshipping experiences every
day during Holy Week, culminating in the proclamation that
“Alleluia, Christ is Risen!” on
Easter morning. And yes, by
then you can wear your white
slacks and seersucker though
the real joy is knowing through
the resurrection of Jesus, God
promises us life everlasting!
Sincerely and faithfully,
Fr. Jeff
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Pool News
New things are thriving at the
Pool, and other new things are
in the works!

New Pool Sign

Sonya Collins’ Infant Swim
Resource program has filled up
its daily time slot, and is talking
to Pool staff about adding another hour. The program
teaches infants and toddlers
how to right themselves if they
fall into water, and how to float
and call for help. Once they
acquire that skill, they can progress into basic paddling skills
(to reach the side of the pond
or pool or creek). Sonya also
takes kids in their two’s and
three’s for basic learn to swim.
Dave has been talking to three
of our coaches and lifeguards

about some exciting new offerings: adult learn to swim; adult
improving swimming technique;
and special needs children and
adults learn to swim classes.
The format being considered
might be to rotate all three of
those classes in one-month
long blocks early Saturday afternoons from 2 to 4. This
would allow us to still offer
space for birthday parties at 4,
but give these important efforts
the ability to use the whole
width of the pool at the shallow end for basic swimming
beginners. At this point, these
are probably four to six
months from starting, but the
development work is proceeding apace.

St Paul’s summer camp has
signed up to return for swimming throughout the summer!
Three years ago they came
twice a week; last year three
times a week; and this year it
will be four days a week – for
an hour each visit. Pool staff
has facilitated this with negotiated discounts with increased
frequency.
Additional new pool clients
include another small scuba
group and possibly the RPDS
summer camp.
Dave Callen

March Wind Down

Dance Fest at Good Shepherd
On Sunday March 8th at 5:00 p.m. Good Shepherd Church hosted the March Dance Fest to a standing
room only audience in Worsham Hall. The program included classical ballet variations from the Nutcracker Ballet by the Florida Ballet, traditional Spanish dances by Fuego Flamenco and contemporary
spiritual choreography by a new group in Jacksonville, the Unforced Rhythms Dance Company. The
eclectic program was rounded out by a contemporary ballet, Dances in the Sun. Presenting a dance
concert is a new experience for the parish of Good Shepherd but all who attended considered it a rousing
success!
Kate Levitz
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Resurrection at Good Shepherd
As the Easter season approaches, our teaching turns to the
celebration of The Resurrection. In the Easter acclamation
we rejoice that Christ is risen
from the dead, “the first fruits
of those who have fallen
asleep.” (1 Cor. 15:20). So it is
with the church. As years pass,
neighborhoods change, and
controversies come and go.
Our life in the church is an easy
example of our broader life in
Christ. Death is certain, and
resurrection is sure.
As you may have noticed recently, there are ministries
returning to Good Shepherd,
and some starting anew. The
charge to the church is to
make disciples of the Resurrected Christ until his coming
again. To that end, we have
returned in earnest to faith
formation and outreach here at
Good Shepherd. Sundays have
gotten busier, and it’s impossi-

ble for each of us to do everything. But this gives all of us the
opportunity to do something.
This is as it should be.
For the new believer, or the
young person seeking to claim
faith as his/her own, we have
begun confirmation class. For
the youngest students among
us, Godly Play has resumed.
For the youth, we have started
renovating our own space on
the third floor. This is a resurrected space for youth to
meet, worship, play, and learn.
Our schoolchildren still learn
computer skills as our CEW
program wraps up our first
year, and we continue to improve the lab. We will be looking to expand both our CEW
offerings and community access
to our lab in the coming seasons.
Looking outside our walls, we
have more than doubled our

contributions to St. Catherine’s
Food Bank, a lenten habit I
sincerely hope we continue. As
you see elsewhere here in The
Voice, we will even be renewing our relationship with our
companion parish in Cuba!
The season of growth and renewal continues into the Easter
season here at Good Shepherd.
While it would be tempting to
pat ourselves on the back at
how much we have accomplished, the budding of springtime reminds us all that whatever we may do, only God
gives the growth. As we labor,
He blesses. May God continue
to bless us as we labor on to
bring the Good News of the
Gospel to everyone we meet:
at church, in Riverside, Florida,
Cuba, and the world.
Fr. Wiley

Picking Oranges for St. Catherine’s Food Pantry

April Birthdays
Shep Colledge (3)
Tisa Cumbea (3)
Edith Anderson (4)
Michael Russell (6)
Frank Johns (7)
Curtis Loftin (7)
Ellie Hofmann (10)

Simms Wulbern (10)
Max Edgar (12)
Campbell Carroll (13)
Richard Batsavage (13)
Jasmine Zimmerman (16)
Mac Peters (16)
Dorothy Baker (21)

Christopher Lamb (23)
Joanna Day (25)
Tom Moore (28)
Dorothy Baker (21)
Christopher Lamb (23)
Joanna Day (25)
Tom Moore (28)
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Music Notes
I am so happy to be a part of
the fellowship at Good Shepherd as your new organist and
choirmaster. Good Shepherd is
blessed with an incredibly committed and talented choir…
many of its members have been
a part of Good Shepherd's rich
musical heritage for decades. This time of year is always a busy but exciting time
for church musicians and things
are no different at Good Shepherd as the Chancel Choir
busily prepares for Holy Week
and Easter services. For centuries, music has played a vital
role in marking the events we
experience during this special
week in the church calendar.
Holy Week is not only a time
for the chancel choir to offer
up some of the most inspirational choral music ever writ-

ten but it is also a time for all
of us to see with fresh eyes the
powerful theology found in the
hymns we sing.
Palm Sunday commemorates
Jesus’ triumphant entry into
Jerusalem and subsequent trial
and crucifixion. The service
opens with the singing of the
ancient hymn “All glory laud
and honor,” moving to a more
somber mood with the reading
of a Gospel account of the trial
punctuated by the chancel
choir’s foreshadowing of
Christ’s passion in the anthem
“Surely He Hath Borne Our
Griefs” from Handel’s Messiah.
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday services
are regarded by many as some
of the most moving, humbling

and powerful services of the
church year. During all of these
services, the choir will be in the
chancel and will provide
psalms, chants and anthems
while also leading the congregation in some of the most inspiring hymns of Christendom.
And finally, on Easter morning
bells will ring, voices will be
raised, the organ will thunder,
and trumpets and timpani will
join the song as we joyfully
celebrate the risen Christ. The
“Alleluias,” having been buried
for the six weeks of Lent, are
now resurrected in the psalms
and hymns and are gloriously
culminated in the singing of the
triumphant chorus, “Hallelujah”
from Handel’s Messiah.
Don McCullough

Remembrance: A Seder Meal at Good Shepherd
Several years ago Father Jeff introduced us to the Holy Week tradition of a Seder Meal. The Seder is a traditional celebration of the Jews’ freedom from bondage and slavery in Egypt. It is believed that Jesus used the language, food and ritual of
the Passover at the Last Supper with his disciples, on Maundy Thursday. It was at this meal that Jesus instituted the Holy
Eucharist, which celebrates freedom from the power of sin and death through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.
Exodus 12 describes the story of the Jews celebration of the Passover, and preparation of the food for the meal. Matthew
26:17-19 is an account of Jesus’ instructions to his disciples for preparing for the Last Supper. Our Seder meal will include
the traditional foods and symbols of a Seder:
Shank bone of a Roasted Lamb—reminder of a lamb offered on Passover at the Temple in Jerusalem two thousand years ago. It also recalls that God passed over the houses of the Hebrew people in Egypt who had marked
their doorways with the blood of a lamb.
Lamb roasted on open flames (we will exclude the “head with its legs and inner parts”)
Wine—the symbol of festivity and rejoicing and a symbol at the Eucharist to remind us of Christ’s sacrifice for us
Hard Boiled Eggs—a symbol of life and triumph over death
Maror—a horseradish mixed with sour cream—a symbol of the bitterness and hardship of the Israelites when
they were slaves in Egypt
Haroset—a mixture of apples, almonds, raisins cinnamon and wine—representing the mortar used by the Israelites in their forced labor in Egypt
Parsley—is a reminder of springtime, the season of Easter and Passover—a sign of gratitude to God for the
goodness of the earth
Salt Water—symbolizes the bitterness which Israel endured—we will dip the parsley in this water
Matzah—unleavened bread symbolizing the hardships that the Hebrews endured in Egypt and the haste with
which they fled
This year we will have our Seder Meal at 6:00 pm, on Tuesday, March 31st, in Worsham Hall. At the conclusion of the
meal we will celebrate the Eucharist in remembrance that it was at the Last Supper that Christ instituted the Eucharist.
Please plan to join us. Reservations are $8.00 per person; children under 10 are free. You can sign up in the narthex or
call the church office.
Susannah Sands
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Holy Week Schedule
Monday
5:30 pm — Children’s Chapel
6:00 pm — Stations of the Cross (Church)
Tuesday
6:00 pm — Seder Supper (Worsham Hall)
Wednesday
5:30 pm — Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
6:12 pm — Adult Study Group
Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm — Holy Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday
12:00 pm & 7:00 pm — Good Friday Liturgy
Holy Saturday – Easter Eve
7:00 pm — Easter Vigil
Easter Day
8:00 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite One
10:00 am — Holy Eucharist, Rite Two & Holy Baptism
11:30 am — Easter Egg Hunt (Courtyard)

New Plantings in the Courtyard
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April Calendar
Every Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, April 8 4:00 pm
Craig Hall – Prayer Shawl Ministry

Every Monday

Monday, April 27, 6:00 pm
Library – Vestry Meeting

5:30 pm Children’s Chapel
(Chancel)

Thursday, April 30, Dining Out
for Life – Carmine’s Pie House

Every Wednesday
5:30 pm
(Chapel)

Holy

Eucharist

6:12 pm Study Group in (Craig)
7:00 pm Chancel Choir rehearsal
HOLY WEEK
See page 7

