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Dear Parish Family,
One of the beauties of the Episcopal Church is that it asks its
members to think creatively.
Euphemistically, I have heard it
said that one of the strengths of
the Episcopal Church is that it
does not ask its members “to
check their minds at the door.”
Another strength of our denomination is that we welcome
different opinions and realize
that not much is black and
white, but many shades of gray.
For many years, my purpose in
teaching has been to educate so
people can formulate their own
opinions based on knowledge.
Our culture and our Episcopal
Church have rightly struggled
for years with many difficult
issues. With hindsight, many of
those changes are often viewed
as beneficial and right.
Recently our nation has heard
how the Supreme Court held
hearings on the subject of same
sex blessings. Many people are
waiting for the report of the
court later in June. This has
also been an issue for the Episcopal Church, which is governed by a General Convention
of bishops and representatives
from all Episcopal dioceses in
our country. General Convention meets every three years in

different cities around the country. This June and July it will
meet in Salt Lake City to make
plans for the next three years.
One of the topics of discussion
will be to continue to discuss
what the definition of marriage
will look like as our nation and
some Episcopal dioceses seek to
be pastoral to gay and lesbian
Christians. According to our
baptismal covenant, we promise
to respect the worth and dignity
of all human beings. I believe it
is incumbent upon us as a congregation to be well informed
scripturally, theologically and
pastorally around this subject.
Beginning on June 10th our regular Wednesday evening adult
education and formation classes
will begin a four-week series
entitled “Faith, Hope and Love,
a Conversation on Human Dignity.” With the assistance of
The Rev. Dr. Douglas Dupree,
rector of Bishop Howard’s newly formed Institute for Ministry
and Leadership, we plan to
study and open conversation on
all sides of this subject.
I am proud that Good Shepherd
is proactive in education. The
Gospel of Jesus is directed to

“Old Havana Café”

everyone, and it is my prayer
that as a congregation we can
provide leadership in bringing
peace, love and joy to all of
God’s faithful people.
Sincerely and faithfully,
Fr. Jeff
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Cuban Fiesta— “Old Havana Café”
The 3rd annual Cuban Fiesta, to
raise funds for our companion
church in Florida, Cuba, was
held on Saturday, May 9th 2015,
with more than 70 parishioners
and guests in attendance.
Once again, Craig Lounge was
transformed into the Old Havana Café. The evening began
with Jenny’s now famous Mojitos, served with Roasted Pork
Crostini and Avocado Soup.
This was followed by Susannah’s delicious Cuban feast of
Sweet & Spicy Chicken, Rice
and Black Beans, and the finale
of Rum Cake with Bananas
Flambé and Whipped Cream.
Cuban music set the mood, and
after dinner, some gentlemen

enjoyed cigars at tables in the
courtyard.
Thanks to all for making the
Fiesta such a fun and successful
fundraising event. More than
$2,000 was raised for the
Church of the Annunciation. If
you were unable to attend the
fiesta but would like to make a
contribution, please indicate
“Cuba” on your check.
A special thanks to the following people for their help in
making the evening such a success:

ker, Susan Callender, Robert
Cocanougher, Lawrence Denton, Randy Stephens and John
Zell
In the Kitchen – Bonnie Patterson, Doreen & Bud Roman
& Keith Sands, and rum cakes
made by Ann Pridgen and
Randy Stephens
Clean Up – too many to list
(many thanks)
We are already making plans
for next year…..

Decorations – Harriet
Beardsley, Diane and John Bun-

Jenny Cocanougher, Susannah
Sands, Courtenay Wilson

Jean Krueger (1)

Lindsay Bullock (9)

Gail Dunn (17)

Gary Pridgen (2)

Murphy Williams (11)

Frank Houghton (18)

Randy Stephens (2)

Mary Hedrick (15)

Tripp Newsom (19)

Carole Burke (4)

Peggy Bryan (16)

Peiney Allerton (26)

Fr. Wiley Ammons (9)

Dawn Russell (16)

Fr. Jeff Reichmann (26)

Cuban Fiesta 2015

June Birthdays
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June 7th: Youth Sunday, Parish Picnic, and Newcomers Celebration
Hold onto your hats because
all the “Pot Luck Sunday” rules
will be turned upside down in
June! Do not be dismayed,
however, because there are
VERY GOOD reasons for the
changes:
First:
Yes, “FIRST.” Pot
Luck Sunday will jump up a
week to the FIRST Sunday in
June. The VERY GOOD reason
for that is that June 7th will be
YOUTH SUNDAY and we
want to prolong the festivities
and celebration of our young
people as long as possible.
Second: And we know you will
want “seconds” because the
menu for this Pot Luck will be
hot dogs and hamburgers and
veggie-burgers grilled right

Cuban Fiesta

before your eyes and the “pot
luck” portion of the menu,
which YOU will generously
provide, will be the picnic-y
type accompaniments – salads,
slaws, baked beans, pick-up
desserts (cookies, brownies),
and stuff like that, which will all
be VERY GOOD.
Third: Not only are we celebrating YOUTH and having a
PICNIC, but on this Sunday we
will be honoring NEWCOMERS. Here’s the twist: At one
time or another, we have ALL
been NEWCOMERS! So plan
to kick up your heels and revel
in your honored status while
paying full homage to fellow
NEWCOMERS! VERY GOOD
reason for a gathering, eh?

Fourth: With all this celebrating,
picnicking, and honoring going
on, you are invited to COME
FORTH in your very casual
attire. Might we suggest your
Good Shepherd tee shirt? (If
you don’t have one, we will
have them available at a VERY
GOOD price with proceeds
going to a VERY GOOD
cause.) The pool will also be
open for swimming from 13pm.
Remember : June 7th – Youth
Sunday, Parish Picnic/Pot
Luck Sunday, Newcomers
Celebration – Come one,
come all!
Ann Pridgen
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An Introduction to the General Convention or
Where is Fr. Wiley For the Latter Third of June
I have the honor of having been
elected by our Diocesan Convention as a deputy to the 78th
triennial General Convention
of The Episcopal Church on
June 23-July 3, 2015 in Salt Lake
City, Utah. The General Convention is the “highest earthly
authority” in The Episcopal
Church and meets in council as
bishops, priests, deacons, and
lay persons organized into two
houses (Bishops and Deputies)
to set priority, program, and
policy for our church.
The General Convention is
divided into two houses, The
House of Bishops and The
House of Deputies. These are
similar to our own Senate and
House of Representatives, or
the United Kingdoms' House of
Lords and House of Commons.
The House of Bishops is made
up of every bishop in our
church no matter if they are
diocesan or assisting, active or
retired. The Diocese of Florida
has four members of this house
with Bishops Howard, Keyser,

Henderson, and Cerveny. The
Presiding Bishop is the president of the House of Bishops
and convenes their meetings.
This position is described as
“first among equals.” The Presiding Bishop is elected from
among our bishops and leaves
his/her diocese to work for
The Episcopal Church from our
church office in New York. The
Most Rev. Katherine Jefforts
Schori is our current presiding
bishop. Her term expires this
summer, when the bishops will
elect from among them a new
presiding bishop to serve until
2021.
The House of Deputies consists of clergy and lay deputies
from each of the 110 dioceses
of our church. All dioceses are
represented equally, without
regard to size or population.
There are four clergy deputies
(elected by diocesan conventions from among the priests
and deacons) and four lay deputies (elected by diocesan conventions from among the laity).

The President of the House of
Deputies is elected at each
General Convention, and the
president and vice president of
the house must be from different orders (clergy and lay). The
Rev. Gay Clark Jennings is currently the president with Mr.
Byron Rushing serving as vice
president.
The houses meet separately for
the majority of General Convention, and every resolution
of convention must pass in
both houses. Voting is done
individually for Bishops and by
deputation, or sometimes by
order, for deputies. Any tie
vote among deputies is a “no”
vote for the deputation called
“a split vote.” The General
Convention will be taking up
numerous topics and resolutions this summer, and you can
read about all of these and
more online at GeneralConvention.org.
Fr. Wiley Ammons

Pool News
Adult Swim Lessons are coming! Our first class for beginner
adult swimmers will be held on
the four Saturdays in June,
beginning with June 6th. Classes
will run from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
That time has been chosen
because the regular pool hours
run from 5 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturdays. By holding the beginner class after 2, our swim
coach, Jennifer Walton, will be
able to utilize the full width of
the pool in the shallow end.
We also expect to begin a class
for intermediate adult swimmers who want to improve
technique. That class will be
held in a single lane on the

same Saturdays from 1 p.m. to
2 p.m.
Jennifer Walton has more than
20 years of competitive swimming and coaching experience.
She is a certified USA Swimming Coach and U.S. Masters
Swimming Adult learn-to-swim
Instructor, who has also instructed swimmers with Florida
High School Swimming.
For most of the last two years
Jennifer has been teaching
youngsters 3 to 7 to swim at
the Good Shepherd Pool. She
has four grown children who all
learned to swim by the age of
two and one grandson who is

currently working to do the
same. She teaches lessons for
beginners to adults.
At publication time, a final fee
structure had not been determined. You need not be a
member of the Pool. Contact
Jennifer at (904) 339-1599 or
email at jfitzwalt@aol.com for
more information and to register.
Watch this column next month
for news about the start up of
our swim classes for special
needs beginners.
Dave Callen
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The Skinner Organ 1929
The following article was recently
added to Good Shepherd’s website.
The organ in the Church of the
Good Shepherd is a 1929 E. M.
Skinner of four manuals and 47
ranks and is the company’s
opus 725. Built in Boston, Massachusetts, the contract for the
instrument was signed in 1928.
The six divisions include the
Great, Swell and Pedal located
in the chambers behind the
decorative grills on the north
side of the chancel and the Solo
and Choir located behind the
grill on the south side of the
chancel. The Echo division is
situated behind the grill and
inside the wall to the right of
the great Te Deum window
above the balcony. G. Donald
Harrison came from England to
join the company in 1927, and

his influence in the company
can be seen, notably with the
use of metal for the resonators
of the 16’ Pedal Trombone and
in the mixtures. Mr. Harrison
later became President and
Tonal Director of the company, known after 1932 as the
Aeolian-Skinner Organ Company. The console was replaced
in 1983 with one built by Austin Organs, Inc. of Hartford,
Connecticut.
Organ Restoration, 1990s
In the early 1990’s, Nelson
Bardin & Associates of Newton, Massachusetts, was contracted to completely restore
the instrument. At that time,
pipework was rebuilt, windchests and reservoirs were
releathered, and all pipework
was re-regulated in the building. In the interest of returning

the organ to its original specification, several sets of pipes
that had been added over the
years by other builders of lesser significance were removed.
The wonderful sound of the
organ was further enhanced in
2002 when the acoustical tile
on the ceiling that had been
added in the 1960’s was removed, thereby increasing the
reverberation time of the room
to 2.5 seconds.
After being hit by lightning, the
control system, that allows the
console to communicate with
the various divisions within the
instrument, was replaced in
2006. The console was rededicated to the memory of
Robert G. Lee.
John R. Parkyn

Grill N’ Chill
Now is the time for all good men to come to the Good Shepherd Grill N’ Chill. Few things say summer
like BBQ with your buddies. We will host what we intend to be a regular men’s fellowship on July 9th
at 6:30pm. Come, bring a piece of meat (or other protein) for the grill, a side to share, and a friend to
share it with for some friendly fellowship time here at church. Tea and water are provided, but you’re
invited to bring your own beer or wine to enjoy as well. See you there!
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Mission to Cuba
Many years ago, Good Shepherd Church entered into a
companion relationship with
The Church of the Annunciation in Florida, Cuba. The
Church of the Annunciation's
rector is Fr. Rody Perez. Every
week we pray for our companion parish and for a number of
years we have talked about
visiting Cuba. Recently, Fr.
Wiley (he speaks Spanish)
emailed Fr. Rody suggesting
some possible dates for a potential visit this fall. Shortly
thereafter, Fr. Rody responded
to say that mid-October would
work well for him and his congregation. In fact, Fr. Rody
shared that his birthday is October 16th and it would be a
blessing to visit with members
from Good Shepherd Church
on or near his birthday.
With this encouragement, plans
are being considered to fly to
Havana on or about October
13th this fall. Fr. Jeff's experience in visiting other companion parishes and dioceses has
included meetings with the
local bishop, tours of the cathedral, and ministries of the diocese, including hospitals,

May Wind Down

schools, possibly a camp,
employment training programs and other ministries.
After a night or two in Havana, our group plans to drive
approximately eight hours to
The Church of the Annunciation in Florida. With the
assistance of Fr. Rody and
members of his congregation
we would look to see and
learn what projects and programs Good Shepherd might
collaborate on with our companion parish. Plans would
include worshipping at The
Church of the Annunciation
on Sunday, October
18th. Depending on flight
schedules, departure might be
later Sunday or Monday the
19th.
The process for obtaining a
visa and other documents to
visit Cuba in the past has
taken several months. Recognizing this, those traveling will
need to begin the process this
summer. We are ready to
take reservations for those in
our congregation interested
in traveling to Cuba either
this fall or on subsequent

trips. In the weeks to come,
we will learn more about travel, lodging, meals and ground
transportation expenses. If you
would like to make a reservation for a mission trip, please
call or email the parish office at
387-5691 or email SPulley@GSJax.church.
As more details evolve we will
continue to pass them along. It
is exciting to see that the numerous years of planning and
fund raising are developing into
tangible plans. We are grateful
to Courtenay Wilson and others who have paved the way
for this mission work. Please
keep Fr. Rody Perez and his
congregation in your prayers,
and may God continue to guide
Good Shepherd Church in our
developing mission efforts in
Cuba.

Volume 2015, Issue 4

Page 7

Summer is coming and you know what THAT means!!

GOOD SHEPHERD SUMMER BOOK CLUB!
Circle all those Thursdays in July right now and plan to join us at 10:00
to hear and discuss this year’s hot pick and to enjoy a snack. Doesn’t
that all sound YUMMY?!? (Transportation can be provided.) Specifics will
follow as July nears.

Dining Out for Life at Carmine’s

June Calendar
Every Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
Every Wednesday
5:30 pm Holy Eucharist in the
Chapel
6:12 pm Study Group in
Worsham Halll or Craig
Lounge

Sunday, June 7, 11:30 am
Worsham Hall—Youth Sunday, monthly Potluck lunch
Wednesday, June 10, 4:00 pm
Craig Lounge—Prayer Shawl
Ministry
Sunday, June 21 Bishop Howard’s Visitation - Confirmation
Monday, June 22, 6:00 pm,
Library/archives room—
Vestry Meeting
Sunday, June 28, 11:30 am,
Craig Lounge/courtyard –
Sundaes on Sunday

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

1100 Stockton Street
Jacksonville, FL 32204
Phone: 904-387-5691
Fax: 904-387-9575
E-mail: thevoice@GSJax.church

Find us on the web
www.GSJax.church

