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Sing along with me; O the
weather outside is delightful, the
A/C makes it feel more seasonal, and yes we are on the go,
don’t let it snow, don’t let it
snow, don’t let it snow! Well it
isn’t Rogers and Hammerstein
or Sammy Cahn, the actual
composer of “Let it Snow,” but
it is an attempt to say the holiday season is upon us and there
is a lightness in the air even
though we may be stressed with
working, shopping, world
events, and other holiday preparations.
I love Thanksgiving and Christmas, not for all the feasting and
gifts, but because it brings a
break from some of the stresses
of the world around us. I am
impressed with Pope Francis
and find his message resonating
with many beyond the Roman
Catholic Church. Pope Francis
has recently commented that it
feels like we are merging into
another world war as nations
around the world respond to
terrorism.
We continue to
hear about fatal natural disasters, poverty, hunger, sickness
and other difficulties, which
continue to touch us all. Thank
God for the messages of
Thanksgiving and Christmas!
One of the beauties of our Episcopal worship and tradition is
our recognition of the importance of all that God gives
us. Thanksgiving gathers individuals and families together, but
also Thanksgiving generates

generosity as in the meals prepared by our members and
given to those less fortunate. A
home cooked nourishing
Thanksgiving meal for some may
be just a dream. I am proud of
all those who make this generosity possible.
The Sunday after Thanksgiving is
the first Sunday in Advent, the
four-week season of preparation for Christmas. We mark
the progression of Advent with
the lighting of Advent wreath
candles and hearing from the
Holy Scriptures of the preparation for a change to the world
in the birth of the Prince of
Peace. At Christmas, possibly
the greatest gift we will receive
is the retelling and the reminder
that God offers something new
and different, offering a new and
better life to a bitter and divided world. In the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke as
Jesus is presented at the temple,
Simeon proclaims “…my eyes
have seen thy salvation, which
thou has prepared in the presence of all thy people, a light to
e n l ig h t e n a l l t h y p e o ple…” Every year we are reminded of how things can be
different. Every year God’s love
is extended to us in the birth of
Jesus, who as he grows and
teaches, shows the world life
can be better and we can live in
peace with one another.
I may be a sucker for nostalgia,
and I will admit I love the story
of Mary and Joseph going to
Bethlehem to have their son
born in a stable and visited by

shepherds and angels. Through
it all we are blessed with the
annual reminder that God has
taken the initiative to show us a
better way. The world doesn’t
have to be this way, and we get
a glimpse every year at Christmas how differences can be put
aside for a common good.
One of the most profound messages of Christmas may be when
the Angels visited the manger
and proclaimed “Glory to God
in the highest and on earth,
peace, good will to all men!” So
as Floridians, let us break out
the fake snow, decorate our
homes and communities and
enjoy the lightheartedness of
these seasons. Let’s embrace
God’s message of “Joy to the
world the Lord has come, let
earth receive her king…” that
love, peace and harmony may
live!
Sincerely and faithfully,
Fr. Jeff
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Let’s Do Lunch!
Did our brief encounter with
Food Truck Tuesdays at Good
Shepherd last summer leave
you hungering for more? Do
those delicious memories of
gathering with friends and
neighbors on the covered
courtyard cloister for conviviality and casual cuisine stir nostalgic yearnings and salivatory
smiles?
Read on!
Pele’s Wood Fire Grill food
truck will take up residence on
our Stockton Street curbside
on Tuesdays, beginning Decem-

ber 1st, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
with menu options including
salads, soups, wings, and pizzas!
A popular culinary choice in
our area while operating their
restaurant at the corner of
Park and King, Pele’s is as excited to be returning to the neighborhood as the neighborhood
is to welcome them back!

back on your calendar – or add
it to your schedule! - and invite
your kith and kin to come with
you to Good Shepherd to enjoy that Pele’s fare!

Whether you need to grab a
quick (but yummy) bite or want
to enjoy a leisurely lunch break
in the loveliest of surroundings,
put “Food Truck Tuesday”

Blessing our Pets

Pool News—the Boiler is Fixed!
We have had some extended
difficulties maintaining consistent water temperatures in
the pool over the last six to
eight weeks. After much hard
labor and sleuthing by Yowns
Boiler Service, the boiler has
been fixed. We’re back in good
operating form, and water
temperatures are back to their
usual 83/84 level – a mid-point
that seems warm enough for
our small ones (and older
ones!) and cool enough for the
long range swimming done by

our lap swimmers. We also
commissioned Yowns to do a
major Preventive Maintenance
job while in the middle of all
this – which they, and we, believe can extend the life of our
pool boiler by four to five
years.
Thanksgiving Pool Hours: the
Pool office will be closed both
Thursday and Friday of Thanksgiving week, but the Pool itself
will be open to Members for
normal hours.

Happy Thanksgiving from your
Pool family!
Dave Callen
Pool Director
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Strength for Today and Bright Hope for Tomorrow
Our youth group discussion this
past Sunday was on Christ the
King Sunday, the last day of our
liturgical year. Christ the King
anticipates our Lord's return to
reign forever in this world as we
pray he already reigns in our
hearts. We spend every year in
the church telling the greatest
story ever told—the life of Jesus.
Our year is about to begin anew
in Advent with all the expectation of Christmas, of Christ, of
the calendar new year, that Advent brings. I hope you will stop
a moment in all of the hurry to
give thanks for all God has given
us in 2015.
As a people grounded in eternity, there is no greater time to be
alive than now. We are in God's
care in this age with knowledge
that we be in God's presence in
the age to come. These things
are all the more important to
remember when our confidence
is shaken about our safety and
security. “All [our] hope on God
is founded, he doth still [our]
trust renew” (Hymn 665). This
comfort is especially important
to me this year. Laura and I have
the gift, only by God's grace, to
be anticipating a child along with

our Advent story this year. Laura
is due to deliver in January and this
gives meaning to my Advent that
I'm sure has a good number of you
nodding, and has me tearing up as I
write. Scripture once again remains as timeless as the human
experience.
My personal story aside, this is
something we all share in the story
of Advent. Parents or no, we can
all appreciate the hope for new
life. This hope is central to the
story and the ground of our faith.
New life is our hope, and new life
is God's promise, no matter what
shape that it takes. The hope of a
new child, the finding of a new
calling, the starting of a new mission, the renewing of an old commitment, the rediscovery of an old
love, or the rekindling of our desire for God are all opportunities
for hope. Our opportunities are as
varied as our circumstances. All
you need is the courage to hope
and the effort to pray.
Some of you have already heard
me say at our stewardship gatherings that there is new life all
around us in Riverside as well—
new people and new opportunities
to reconnect with familiar faces.

Trick-or Treating at Good Shepherd

Just as there is no better time to
be alive, as people grounded in
eternity, there is no better time
to be at Good Shepherd. As we
welcome Advent at church, have
the courage to hope. Have the
courage to welcome into your
home and heart the promise of
new life in this world, and the
anticipation of the life of the
world to come. This is our
strength for today and bright
hope for tomorrow.
Fr. Wiley
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The Shepherd’s Tree
The Shepherd’s Tree is a tradition for us; over the years it has grown and made a special difference in the lives of the needy children in our community. Last year we delivered over 100 gifts to
children. This year our tree will be in the narthex on the First Sunday of Advent, November
29th. Some of the tags will be filled out with a child’s wish gift and others will be blank; you can
complete them with the name of a child and their gift wish. Please take a tag or two and
make a difference in a child’s life this Christmas!
Our schedule for the Shepherd’s Tree:
~ Tree with tags in the narthex Sunday, November 29th—Sunday, December 13th
~ Get tags and return wrapped gifts—November 30th—Monday, December 14th
Remember to attach the tag to your gift!
~ Gifts will be delivered Monday and Tuesday, December 14th and 15th
If you have questions please contact Susannah Sands at 228-0815 or susannahsands@hotmail.com
Once all the tags have been selected, the Shepherd’s tree will become a Christmas tree and
move to the front of the nave. Parishioners are invited to being an ornament from home to decorate the tree.

December Birthdays
Mia Edgar (1)
Jeanne Moomaw (1)
Fran Wulbern (1)
Laura Ammons (2)
Gunnar Miller (4)
Jennifer Keen (5)
Griffin Lasch (5)
Steve Gillick (7)
Ted Centerwall (8)
Henry Dillard (10)
James Garrison (12)

Izzy Allerton (14)
John Walters (17)
Hannah Allerton (18)
Anita Crowe (18)
Julie Humphress (18)
Jonathan Ubl (18)
Tish Stoneburner (19)
Raymond Norville (20)
Kevin Doyle (21)
Jackie Illingworth (21)
John Conder (22)

Lysa Hofmann (23)
Grey Medill (23)
Brian Russell (24)
Gregg Conner (25)
Liam Edgar (25)
Gray Lindsey (25)
Jody Poulos (29)
Steve Wilson (29)
Von Draper (30)
Bette Mackoul (30)
Mary Loftin (31)

Riverside Avondale Luminaria
Mark your calendars
now for Riverside Avondale’s beloved Luminaria
celebration. The traditional lighting of the
lanterns at sundown will
occur Sunday, December 20th. Luminaria is
one of RAP’s biggest
fundraisers and is a wond e rfu l
c om mun ity building event that celebrates the season. The

hope is that the lights will
guide the spirit of the
Christ child to one's home.
Riverside Avondale will
once again be turned into a
Winter Wonderland with
light parades, block parties,
bike rides, and church festivities. Good Shepherd will
participate by setting out
luminaries along Park,
Stockton and Forbes

streets. Volunteers are needed to help prepare the luminaries after the 10:00 am
service on December 20, to
help set them out and light
them at 5:30 that evening,
and to clean up the bags
Monday morning.
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Clean up Day

Christmas Worship Schedule
Our worship plans for Christmas include our traditional family Eucharist on Christmas Eve at 5:00 pm.
The Chancel Choir will lead this service and the Cherub choir will also sing a couple of songs during the
service. The11:00 pm. service will be preceded by a half hour of Christmas music. The schedule of services is as follows:
Thursday, December 24

Friday, December 25

5:00 pm – Family Eucharist (Rite II)
10:30 pm – Christmas Eve Prelude
11:00 pm – Choral Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
9:00 am – Holy Eucharist Rite I with carols

We encourage you to attend one or more of these worship opportunities to experience the true spirit
of Christmas.
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Christmas Gifts to Good Shepherd Church
During 2015 our church facilities saw a number of improvements, most notably more work on
the floor in Craig Lounge, repairs to the new third floor youth room, and the repair and repaving of our parking lot. Most of these repairs were accomplished through special donations,
outside the parish operating budget. During the course of the year, because pledges were
lower than expected, a number of items had to be cut from the church budget, and a number
of improvements postponed. The vestry and staff have generated a “wish list”, which members
of Good Shepherd Church might consider as an end of the year gift.
During 2015 we suspended payments to an internal loan. This $1,000 per month payment simply means further repairs to Worsham Hall will be delayed.
We have a proposal to install energy efficient LED lights in the pool, which would cost
between $6 and $10,000 including installation. This improvement would help reduce
our pool electric bill.
Many of you know pipe organs are expensive instruments to maintain. Our organ is in
need of numerous repairs and additional donations could be dedicated to those repairs.
It is time to consider some repairs and improvements to the parish offices. Peeling
paint, worn carpeting and improved lighting would benefit some of the most utilized
space in our facility.
We have a proposal to convert our hot water system from electricity to natural gas,
another efficiency improvement.
Gutters, downspouts, and breezeway repairs are needed in the courtyard. Dedicated
gifts for these repairs would be greatly appreciated..
Over the last few years we have accomplished numerous repairs and improvements to our
facilities. Given that portions of our facilities are nearing 100 years old, there will always be
necessary repairs. As we come to the end of the calendar year and the season of Christmas, if
you would like to consider a gift to Good Shepherd toward this “wish list”, it could help address some deficits from this past year and also function as an endowment type of gift, when
energy efficiency benefits are put into effect. Please remember donations to any of these “wish
list” items are tax-deductible. Good Shepherd Church is truly grateful for the many benefactors we have both inside and outside the congregation. These blessings help ensure a healthy
future and additional ministries.

Old Tiles Removed from Front Entry
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Preparing Thanksgiving Meals

December Calendar
Every Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II

Wednesday, December 9, 4;00
pm – Prayer Shawl Ministry
(Craig Lounge)

Every Monday
(except Dec. 21st and Dec. 28th)
5:30 pm Chapel – Children’s
Chapel

Sunday, December 13, 9:10
am—Godly Play (VPK room)
11:30 am – Monthly Potluck
Lunch (Worsham); Jaguar game

Every Tuesday
11:00 – 2:00 pm Courtyard –
Pele’s Wood Fire Grill Food
Truck

Sunday, December 20 11:30 am
— Greening of the Church;
5:30 pm— Luminaria

Every Wednesday
5:30 pm Chapel – Holy Eucharist
6:12 pm Craig Lounge – Adult
Christian Formation
7:00 pm Choir room – Chancel
choir rehearsal

Monday, December 21, 6:00
pm—Vestry Meeting (Library)
Thursday, December 24, 5:00
pm – Family Christmas Eve
Eucharist; 10:30 pm – Carols;
11:00 pm Christmas Eucharist

Friday, December 25, 9:00 am
–Holy Eucharist Rite I with
carols
Parish Office Closed
Sunday, December 27, 10:00
am – Christmas Lessons and
Carols
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