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Dear Parish Family,
This year, January through
early February, is the liturgical
season of Epiphany. Recently I
was watching a movie (Zach
Braff and Kate Hudson in I
Wish I Were Here), where in
one scene a young man tells
his son “This is where I had an
epiphany." The son asked,
“What is an epiphany?” To
which the father responded,
“It is realizing something you
really needed to realize!” I
immediately thought of the
Christian season of Epiphany
and how this definition speaks
to us and our faith.
We are only a couple of
weeks into a new year, yet we
are already in the third worship season of the Christian
year: Advent (four weeks),
Christmas (12 days) now
Epiphany (January 6th through
February 9th.) After preparing for, then celebrating the
birth of Jesus, we now have
five weeks when we come to
realize something we really
need to realize - God’s presence in our world.
The gospel readings this season begin with the three kings
coming to visit the baby Jesus,
and then the baptism of Jesus
by John in the Jordan River. As Epiphany unfolds we
will hear about Jesus caring for

Cherub Choir sings on Christmas Eve

others: the wedding at Cana in
Galilee, teaching in the synagogue, culminating in the
transfiguration scene on the
mountain top with Peter,
James and John. In this short
season of Epiphany we learn
or have the realization of what
the presence of God means in
our world.
Our worship season of Epiphany may be something of a
missed or forgotten season inbetween Christmas and
Lent. Yet it is extremely important because it carries forward the wonderful messages
of Advent and especially
Christmas by establishing all
that was heralded in at Christmas, - love, peace, joy, - life as
Jesus makes this known in his
teaching, ministry and life. I
invite you to worship with us
on Sunday mornings at either
8:00 or 10:00 to follow the
developments of realizing
something you really need to
realize, how God takes the

initiative through Jesus to
teach and show the world a
new way of living with one
another. Let us not lose the
message of Christmas, smothered by the events of the
world around us. Rather, let’s
celebrate the epiphany of our
Lord who lived as one of us,
and introduced a new approach to living into the future. That is an epiphany we
need to realize, celebrate and
pass on!
Peace and blessings,
Fr. Jeff
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Christmas Letter from Carole Burke
Earlier in 2015, Carole Burke moved from Jacksonville to North Carolina.. The letter below was sent to the church over the
holidays. We are passing it along to all of Carole’s friends at Good Shepherd Church.
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Stewardship—Time, Talents, and Treasures
Our prayer book teaches that there are four orders of ministry: laity or lay ministers, bishops, priests and deacons. This
is true because of the reality that most of the ministry of the church is performed by members of our
denomination. The recent celebration of Christmas is a perfect example given the contributions of the choir, altar and
flower guilds, ushers, acolytes, lay Eucharistic ministers, volunteers coordinating schedules, decorating the church,
landscaping the grounds, providing gifts to children in need, as well as those who made extra donations for the beautiful
flowers and music, which enhanced our Christmas celebration. Of course, the clergy make their contribution, but if it
were left up to only them, you can only imagine what the flowers would look like, the limited music provided (“Jesus
loves me this I know…”), the inability to greet visitors, and on and on and on! Stewardship is our collective efforts of
sharing our respective talents in praising God and giving life to Good Shepherd Church.
Over the past couple of months, members of the Vestry and Finance Committee have hosted small group gatherings to
celebrate all that Good Shepherd Church provides. A short movie was prepared, which is now available on Youtube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSCzsDOCdKc It highlights much of what takes place at Good Shepherd. This
Oscar worthy award winning short film emphasizes that at this time of the year sensible planning must also include
addressing the financial concerns of our parish. Good Shepherd Church means a lot to a lot of people, both inside and
outside our walls, but providing these ministries means recognizing the financial realities of operating our church.
Last year was very successful in many ways. Worship, outreach, repairs and maintenance all improved, yet the number
of pledges and the amount pledged declined. As many heard in the small group gatherings, a number of items were
deleted from the budget including payments on an internal loan, planned efficiency improvements and additional repairs
to our facilities. Pledges for 2016 are looking much better. As of this writing nearly 50 pledges have been received,
many with an increase in giving.
Stewardship is about recognizing that what we have is God’s gift to us, and in recognition of those gifts we are asked to
return just a portion of our blessings to God. Your parish leadership understands that your generosity is directed in
many directions. We are simply asking that Good Shepherd be a priority as churches and religion have been in the
past. If you have not had an opportunity to make a pledge to Good Shepherd, pledge cards are available in the narthex
of the church, through the church office, or you can go online and make an electronic pledge at tinyurl.com/
GiveToGSJax. Offering envelopes are available in the church or electronic payments can be easily arranged with your
bank or through our electronic giving program. If you prefer to make a designated gift for operations, the organ,
repairs, or outreach, members of the vestry or the clergy would be happy to speak with you.
Good Shepherd is sustained by the pledges and gifts of its members and friends. It is yet another aspect of our
understanding of lay ministry. Your pledge contributes to the health and vitality of Good Shepherd so it is here for
baptisms, confirmations, weddings and funerals. Good Shepherd sponsors Girl and Boy Scout programs, community
organizations, counseling and outreach locally and beyond. We are the church. We pray when two or three are
gathered together, God is in the midst of them. Good Shepherd is where we worship, provide service to others and
enjoy one another socially. Please prayerfully consider your stewardship of God’s generosity to you and how you can
honor God in return. We are the stewards of Good Shepherd Church, handed down to us by previous stewards who
have blessed us. May God continue to bless us and our parish.

Christmas gifts for
West Riverside Elementary
School

Cake served after the family
service on Christmas Eve

Page 4

The Voice

Pool News
Water Exercise is Back!
Annie McLeod, our water exercise instructor, will resume
thrice-weekly exercise classes
in the pool in late January! Annie took a break over the holidays for some minor surgery,
and will be back at the Pool on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. The
classes cost $5 apiece, and are
separate from pool membership. As much as we’d love to
have you join, pool membership is not required to attend
the classes. Just walk in!
We also expect our Infant
Survival Resource teacher,

Sonya Collins, back in February.
You can call her now to get
signed up for your infant (six
months and up): 904-349-0674.
Sonya is nationally certified to
train infants and toddlers how
to right themselves from a fall
into deep water, and how to
float until rescued. We’ve seen
it work on numerous children
here in the pool last year, and
it is remarkable.

teaching groups, and Merchant
Marine survival training.
Don’t forget – you can host
birthday parties at the Pool for
any age (fees apply), AND,
Good Shepherd parishioners
enjoy a 25% discount on Pool
membership rates. Remember
83 DEGREE WATER YEARROUND!
Dave Callen, Pool Director

Ongoing programs at the pool
include swimming lessons for
children ages 3 to 14 with Kerry Wick and Jennifer Walton;
Special Needs lessons with
Annie McLeod; Edward Waters
College lessons; various scuba

Plumbing Issues Finally Fixed

January Birthdays
Paul Arrington (1)

Wade Fisher (15)

Tony Hofmann (23)

Bishop Holley (1)

Matthew Ubl (16)

Linda Bauer (23)

Juli Cannon (5)

Tiana Draper (18)

Elizabeth Frankland (23)

Tom McKeithan (12)

Charles Keyser (19)

Nick Humphress (30)

Linda Alexander (13)

Duncan Sawyer (22)

Cecelia Zucconi (31)

Rick Kistner (13)

Peggy Sue Williams (22

Jenny Cocanougher (31)

Steven Jockisch (14)
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Be Ye Resolved
By the time you read this article, you may already be elated
or deflated by your New Years'
Resolutions. Some have
stopped making them entirely. I
have certainly read plenty
online this year for both sides-“How to make your Resolutions stick” versus “Why I
stopped making New Years'
Resolutions.” I must confess
that I made a resolution for
myself involving every day of
the week, and as of the writing
of this article, I'm 5 for 7 for
the first week of the year. The
new year in our gospel and
social stories are supposed to
be a time for a new start, a
new chance. I think it’s helpful
to put hopes and aspirations
like these into perspective, and
not to give up on them when
we're not immediately successful.
We live in a culture who can
have it right away more than
any other in history. With the
help of logistics, technology,
and automation, we can have
virtually anything we want at
least within the week. This

makes us impatient for everything from the delivery of our
socks to the speed with which
someone responds to a text
message or email. The right
time is always “now” and the
expectation for results is
“immediately.” For things like
changes in our lives and the
development of our faith, there
is no instant fix. Even the stories from the Bible we like as
whiz-bang moments of gratification are moments that were
years and sometimes decades
in the making. Paul was converted on the road to Damascus, but it was days until he
could see again and he spent
the rest of his life working out
what that meant all the while
writing most of the New Testament. The woman cured from
hemorrhage in Mark 5 struggled for 12 years until Jesus
cured her in an instant. The
man who Jesus told to get up
and walk in John 5 was lame for
38 years waiting on his turn in
the pool of Bethzatha.
Reflection and introspection is
healthy in our lives, and done in

Preparing Bags for Luminaria

prayer, may lead us to the
place where God wants to
work within us. How we respond is what shapes our future. There is nothing that can
be done to change our past. I
encourage you in this new year
to take this exercise seriously.
Be bold and do something you
realize you may well fail at.
When you fail, say your prayers, ask for help, and then try
again. Any lasting change is
going to take a while to happen, and with God all things are
possible.
Fr. Wiley
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The Structure and Management of our Church
The first of every year brings
with it the necessity to look at
some of the by-laws and management of our diocese and
parishes. January will be busy
in making arrangements for the
coming year.

Tripp Newsom, Ann Pridgen
and Jenny Cocanougher. This
committee is instructed to
make their nominations known
to the congregation a minimum
of 10 days before the annual
meeting of the parish.

One of the first items of business is the formation of a nominating committee to propose a
slate of candidates to serve a
three-year term on the vestry,
and additional candidates to
represent Good Shepherd
Church at the annual Episcopal
Diocese of Florida convention.

The annual meeting, or in some
places known as the annual
election of the parish, is held
every year within two weeks of
the Episcopal Diocese of Florida diocesan convention. Diocesan convention in essence is
the Annual Meeting of the Diocese, which functions in much
the same way as our parish
annual meeting. Nominations
are proposed for a number of
positions within the structure
of the diocese, the bishop
makes an address to all the
congregations gathered, elections are held and the budget
of the diocese is ratified by the
delegates of convention. Diocesan by-laws stipulate that each parish of the
diocese is then required to
hold its own annual meeting
within two weeks of the diocesan convention.

Good Shepherd’s by-laws call
for a nominating committee
comprised of retiring members
of the vestry and four additional members of the congregation
appointed by the rector. Completing their three
year terms this year will be
Homer Bliss, currently senior
warden of the vestry; Tom
Moore, chairing oversight of
the pool; and Keith Sands, coordinating and reporting on
ushers, worship and aspects of
outreach ministries. Appointed
to the nominating committee
this year are Paul Arrington,

Good Shepherd’s annual meet-

Playing Foosball in the Youth Room

ing will take place on Sunday,
February 7th at 11:30 in Worsham Hall. A slight change this
year will be the rescheduling of
our monthly parish potluck
luncheon to this date to coincide with our annual election. At our parish meeting we
will recognize those retiring
from the vestry, hear the report of the nominating committee, elect a new vestry and
diocesan delegates to diocesan
convention, hear a report of
the Finance Committee and
vote on a budget for Good
Shepherd Church for the year
2016.
The rules and regulations governing our denomination have
served us well for hundreds of
years. We truly are blessed in
many ways, and we look forward to a strong showing for
our annual meeting combined
with February’s monthly potluck lunch. Please continue to
pray for our parish, our diocese, our national church and
the service we provide as our
part of God’s presence in today’s world.
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Thank you letter from CEW Computer Student

Dear ...cew
Thank you cew for all the fun thing. I love Computer class Father Wiley, Ms. Taylor, and Ms. Gray. Pastor Robert
thank you for the lesson. I thank you guys for helping me. I love you guys. I know a lot about computer. thank you
and Merry Christmas.
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January Calendar
Every Sunday
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
12:00 pm Youth Group (3rd floor
youth room)

Friday, January 1 – Parish Office
Closed

Every Monday
5:00 pm Chapel – Children’s
Chapel and Cherub Choir rehearsal

Sunday, January 10, 9:10 am
VPK classroom – Godly Play;
11:30 am Worsham Hall –
Monthly Potluck Lunch

Every Wednesday
5:30 pm Chapel – Holy Eucharist
6:12 pm Craig Lounge – Adult
discussion group
7:00 pm Choir room – Chancel
choir rehearsal

Wednesday, January 13, 4:00
pm Craig Lounge – Prayer
Shawl Ministry

Wednesday, January 6, 6:00 pm
– Epiphany Eucharist

Thursday, January 21, 12:00 pm
Richard’s Sandwich Shop– Retired Men’s Lunch

Thursday, January 21, 6:00 pm
Worsham Hall– Ladies Wine
and Dine
Sunday, January 24, 9:10 am
VPK classroom – Godly Play;
11:30 am – Sundaes on Sunday
Monday, January 25, 6:00 pm
Library – Vestry Meeting

