EPISCOPAL CHURCH
OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

PARISH PROFILE
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INTRODUCTION
The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd, situated on a busy corner in
the heart of one of Jacksonville,
Florida’s historic neighborhoods, has
stood as an area landmark for nearly 100
years. Throughout the 20th century (and
before and/or beyond), the church
building has been noteworthy for its
architectural, historical, and social
significance; the church itself – the
people
who
have
worshipped,
ministered, played, swum, socialized,
governed, agreed, disagreed, joined the
flock, left the flock, rejoiced, mourned,
supported, and striven to love God, one
another and their neighbors have been
and are of even greater significance.
Today, this diverse congregation is
looking to the future, hoping to find,
with God’s help, a rector to stand among
us and lead us in our continuing search
to follow God’s plan for us.
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WHERE WE WANT TO GO
Good Shepherd, as a parish faithful to the strengths of the Episcopal Church
and to the rich Anglican way of incorporating scripture, reason, tradition,
adaptability and inclusiveness, seeks to maintain these beliefs and customs
with a continuing emphasis on traditional worship and liturgy.
We are a parish committed to growth that seeks a dynamic, engaging leader
with proven experience to help lead us where God wants us to go. Our
aspirations include the following:
Goals: Make necessary changes that will increasingly engage and
meet the changing needs of current parishioners as well as attract
families of all types, including those with children and youth, to
our church.
Growth: Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach
new people and incorporate them into the life of the church. This
growth will include and respect the changing identity of the
neighborhood, community, and church.
Stewardship: Develop the spiritual generosity of the people to
support the ministry of the church financially. Sustain and grow
parishioner offering of lay leadership, volunteering and financial
contribution. Guide the parish to offer sacrifices in the right spirit
and trust in the Lord.
Outreach: Build on our strong outreach programs to provide clear
purpose to serve our community even better.
Christian Fellowship: Create more opportunities for people to
form meaningful relationships. Such experiences include Christian
education, spiritual formation, retreats, social gatherings, and
small groups.
With God’s help, and with the help of the members of our parish, we seek a
rector to help us achieve these aspirations.
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RECTOR PROFILE AND QUALIFICATIONS
Good Shepherd is searching for an enthusiastic and experienced rector to
help us move forward in our walk with Christ. As a parish that cherishes its
tradition, we recognize that our next Rector will need to invite and retain
new people and engage current parishioners and youth.
We seek an individual with the following qualifications:
Strategic Leadership: Someone with the capacity to help
develop and cast vision and lead the parish toward realization of
the vision. Someone who is committed to working on ways to
attract newcomers to our parish and someone with the ability to
encourage parishioners to increase their current participation
level in various church activities. Someone with the skills
needed to serve in a large facility.
Preaching: Someone with the capacity to inspire and connect
people to God’s word. Someone whose sermons are
inspirational, scripturally based, meaningful, and applicable to
our daily lives without promoting any particular
political agenda.
Pastoral Care: Someone with the capacity to engage people
empathetically and to care for persons in times of need.
Someone with the ability to assess the pastoral needs of the
congregation and its communities, and with the ability to
develop ways to meet those needs.
Teaching/Christian Education: Someone with the capacity to
deepen understanding, form character, and equip parishioners
with new skills. Someone with the knowledge to plan and
implement Christian Education programs for all ages. Someone
who is committed to youth and who will provide training and
inspire leadership in those who work with youth.
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WHO WE ARE
Good Shepherd parish is deeply rooted in the community and rich in its
history. With our worship and witness, through years of ministry to the
parish and neighborhood, and through the inspiring beauty of our buildings,
Good Shepherd offers both activity and serenity. We proclaim the Gospel of
Christ and strive to act upon it.
While nestled in the community and originally established as a
neighborhood parish, Good Shepherd has expanded our draw and attracts
worshipers from throughout the Jacksonville, Florida area. We see this
broader attraction as opening up new opportunities for growth.
As a part of the search process for our new rector, Holy Cow! Consulting
was contracted to administer its Congregation Assessment Tool (CAT) in the
Fall of 2017. The survey consisted of 100 questions. The response rate
slightly exceeded 100 percent of the combined average attendance of our
two Sunday services.
Points of interest from the survey results
indicate a parish of worshipers who are
strong thinkers who want to answer
God’s call to action. We are nonconventional but like traditional ways of
worship. We are diverse relative to other
places of worship; receptive to young,
dynamic energy; and love our music and
beautiful facilities.
Common themes shared among our
parishioners in describing their Good
Shepherd experience include feelings
of
acceptance,
openness,
and
encouragement to go into their work
week with their faith.
More recently, in the Spring of 2019, the Vestry decided to administer a
second survey to the parish to test and augment the findings with
more accuracy.
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Parish Survey
Summary

Question and Top Three Responses

What first brought you to Good Shepherd?
1. Sampled several churches and liked
Good Shepherd best
2. My family
3. Recommended by a friend or neighbor

Why have you continued coming to
Good Shepherd?
1. Style of worship appeals to me
2. I like the people
3. Rector/interim priest in charge

What are the most important aspects of a
worship service?
1. Service music
2. Sermon
3. Fellowship/worship with others

What draws you to Good Shepherd?
1. Liturgy
2. Fellowship/community
3. Music
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Parish Survey Summary

84%

of respondents attend services
at Good Shepherd “nearly
every week.”

57%
57%

prefer a 10-15 minute Sermon.
agree, "Scripture is a source of
the Word of God and when
combined with the prayerinspired wisdom and traditions
of the faith creates a living road
map for how Christians share
God's love in today’s world."

61%

are satisfied with our current
support of outreach activities.

60%

of respondents are willing to
share none or only a small
amount of duties with a Rector.

72%

of respondents support or strongly
support same-gender marriage.

65%

support or strongly support
an incoming Rector performing
same-gender marriages within
our parish.
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Parish Survey
Summary

Christian Education

50%

never attend Adult Christian
Education at Good Shepherd.

24%

attend between once and ten
times per year.

26%

attend more frequently.

Interest in Adult Christian Education is mixed.

69%
69%
59%
49%
24%

are interested in Bible Study.
in Church History.
in discussion of social issues.
in book reviews.
in prayer group.

67%

of respondents have
“No Opinion” on
satisfaction with various
levels of youth curriculum.

50%

of respondents have
“No Opinion” on the
adequacy of Christian
education programs.
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WHO WE ARE
Vestry and Committees: The
vestry consists of the rector and
nine elected parishioners who
serve staggered three-year terms. The
vestry’s role is outlined in the
Diocesan Canons of the Episcopal
Church and the parish’s bylaws.
The current committees/reports assigned to members of the vestry are
Interim Rector, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Worship and
Outreach, Pastoral Care and Church/Family Life, Christian Education
and Formation, Invite/Welcome/Connect, Visioning and Branding,
and Archives.
Worship and Christian
Education:
The
Holy
Eucharist
is
celebrated
Sundays at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m., and
every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. The
8 a.m. service is Rite I and the 10
a.m. service is Rite II with full
choir and organ. Lay leaders
provide children’s Sunday school
during the 10 a.m. service. Our
nursery is staffed from 8:30 a.m.
until 11:30 a.m. Adult Christian
education is offered between the 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. services as well
as on Wednesday evenings.
Seasonal occasions are enhanced
by additional worship, music, and
Christian education experiences.
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Organizations
and
Activities:
Visitors and newcomers are welcomed
informally by church members and by
our ushers and greeters as they enter the
church. All are invited to enjoy fellowship
after the 10 a.m. service during coffee hour
each Sunday and potluck lunches on the
second Sunday of every month. The parish
has begun to implement “Invite-WelcomeConnect” as a means of introduction and
engagement into our place of worship and
parish community. Parishioners serve
through a variety of ministries, including
ushers, lay Eucharistic ministers, readers,
acolytes, greeters, “lay weeders,” chancel
choir, kitchen and coffee hour hospitality
teams, a prayer shawl ministry, van drivers,
and members of the altar and flower guilds.
Pool: With a large heated indoor pool as one of our unique features, we
are known as “The Church That Taught a City to Swim.” Swimming
lessons, lifeguard training, arthritis therapy, and water fitness classes are
offered throughout the week, and coaches use the pool for swim practices.
Several summer day camps take advantage of this wonderful facility and
countless people have learned to swim and improve their water skills in the
Good Shepherd pool.
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Outreach and Community
Service: Each Sunday, food
donations are collected for
the St. Catherine’s Food Pantry as
well as for a Blessing Box located
near one of the parish entrances.
We sponsor a school supplies
drive in support of students of a
neighborhood elementary school,
prepare and deliver meals for the needy at Thanksgiving, and provide gifts
for local children through a “Shepherd’s Tree” at Christmas. The Children’s
Enrichment Workshop, an outreach program Good
Shepherd started in partnership with other
neighborhood churches, contributes programming
that provides local students with supplemental and
enhanced after-school training. Artists from around
the Jacksonville area submit artwork to be
considered for the Good Shepherd Christmas card.
All sales from this annual event go to outreach in
the community.
Good Shepherd sponsors the oldest Boy Scout
troop in the city, hosts Cub Scout and Girl Scout
troops, and provides facilities for Young Life.
Also hosted are group meetings such as
Alcoholics
Anonymous
and
Narcotics
Anonymous. International activities include
Cuba Outreach in support of the Church of the
Annunciation in Florida, Cuba. We recently
hosted a "Getting to Know Your Neighbor"
series designed to develop a deeper
understanding of local community-based
organizations and other faith traditions.
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Music:
Traditional
Anglican liturgical music
is an important part of our
worship at the 10 a.m. service
and was highlighted in our
recent
church
assessment
survey as being very important
to
our
parish.
Our
organist/choirmaster leads the
Chancel choir of approximately
twenty-five volunteers. The
Good Shepherd children’s
music program consists of two choirs: St. Cecelia Choir (first grade and up)
and the Cherub Choir (kindergarten and younger). These programs are
designed to teach young children the love of God through music.
Majestic Skinner
Pipe
Organ:
Worship is enhanced
and singing praise to God
is supported by the
Church's 1929 Skinner
pipe organ, Opus 725. A
gift of the women of the
church, the organ is one
of a very few Skinner
organs that retains its
original pipework and
one of two of his larger
organs produced in 1929,
the height of E.M.
Skinner's work. Skinner
organs were THE best
organs available in the
US at the time.

12

FACILITIES
Good Shepherd consists of a large campus of buildings and grounds
occupying the majority of a city block in the Riverside-Avondale
neighborhood of Jacksonville. The facilities include the current church
building, which seats approximately 600, Craig Lounge, Worsham Hall, the
indoor swimming pool, a courtyard with fountain, the Sunday School annex,
one large office area as well as two smaller offices, youth rooms, a library,
and a large kitchen area. Other rooms support community use as well as
outreach programs. The facilities of Good Shepherd are beautiful and have
ample growth space for worship, education, meetings, fellowship, and
recreation. Our church building and facilities are one of our principal
strengths, exemplified by the following:
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The beauty and artistry of the
church surrounds one with peace
and a restorative spirit.
The great soaring lines of the
Gothic buildings were designed
by J.W.C. Corbusier, a world
renowned Gothicist. The
splendid stonework is
hand-carved limestone.
The exquisite woodcarvings
were all completed in the
workshops of Alois Lang of
Oberammergau, Germany.
The floor tiles were made entirely
by hand from wax impressions
of tiles in the British Museum,
London, England.
Our glorious windows were
created in the French tradition,
using only imported, hand-blown
glass containing reds and rose
colors from England, blues from
France, and other colors from
Belgium and Holland.
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Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd

Craig Lounge

Fant Library

Worsham Hall

Courtyard
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MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCES
Good Shepherd views stewardship not as a source of income but as a way of
life. Stewardship is an attitude and lifestyle through which we acknowledge
God’s ownership of our time, talents, money, relationships, and resources.
As stewards, we recognize that these things are entrusted to us only for a
season, to be shared with those in need as a testament of the gospel and the
glory of Christ. Good Shepherd is a very large and historic complex. It takes
a great deal of money to care for the facilities adequately.
2019

2018

2017

Members

216

218

209

Baptisms

9

10

5

Confirmations

5

8

9

Transfers

23

6

10

Pledge Units

86

78

81

Dollars Pledged
for the Year

$363,034

$340,119

$286,273

Pledge & Plate Actual

$411,960*

$427,339

$399,833

$2,940*

$61,409

$57,161

Revenue in Excess
of Expenses

*preliminary

We provide regular communication of condensed financial information to all
members, printed weekly in the church bulletin and in our seasonal
newsletter, The Voice, mailed to parishioners. Annual Stewardship
campaigns are spearheaded by the vestry and lay leaders to ensure the
financial well being of our church.
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BRIEF HISTORY
Good Shepherd began as a mission
around 1870, with members meeting in
each other’s homes. The first Good
Shepherd Chapel was a simple frame
building, erected in 1879 at Riverside
Avenue and Stonewall Street in
Riverside. By 1886, there were 183
attendees with 36 communicants, nine
Sunday school teachers, and 90 Sunday School pupils. In 1892 the church
became a parish with over 200 parishioners. Despite spiraling building costs
and the looming war in Europe, the vestry and the rector, The Rev. Milton
R. Worsham, decided to build a new church in 1916.
Their vision was for a seven-day-a-week campus. Parishioner Melon C.
Greely assisted in designing the new complex, which also included an
indoor swimming pool funded by Mrs. W. W. Cummer, founder of the
Cummer Museum of Art and Gardens. The current church building was used
for the first time on the morning of Easter Sunday, March 31, 1929, and was
the final unit of a group of buildings that had been under construction for a
period of years as the needs of the parish increased. Now known as Craig
Lounge, the first unit was constructed in 1917 and for many years served as
a gymnasium. Soon after its construction, Worsham Hall was built and was
used for church services until the present sanctuary was completed in 1929.
In 1929, the E. M. Skinner organ was installed.
Throughout the mid 20th century Good Shepherd has fluctuated along with
its surrounding community. As residential growth in Jacksonville crept
southward along the St. Johns River, the congregation’s makeup shifted
from the residential hub of its inception. As the city grew and affluent
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neighborhoods expanded, the church became known as a worship
destination for those who appreciate its artistic Gothic beauty and traditional
music and liturgy. It also had to develop its role in the neighborhood as a
partner in social ministries, honoring its founding vision of commitment to
the community as well as to the congregation. The buildings have seen repurposing and transitioning over the years: the former gymnasium now
thrives as a reception hall, a concert venue, and a social gathering spot.
The church continues to
improve facilities as needed.
The Sunday School Annex was
completed in 1980. The organ
was restored in 1992 and the
console upgraded in 2006.
Following a project aimed
at restoring certain church
facilities,
including
the
sanctuary and the sanctuary
lighting, a special service was
held on October 29, 2000, to
rededicate the church and its members. The third floor Sunday School rooms
now provide Young Life with administrative offices. The pool’s second
floor ladies’ dressing room is now the Community Room, allowing 12-step
programs to offer their classes with their own entryway.
Within the last 18 years major restoration projects have been completed,
including improvements to the kitchen, Craig Lounge, Worsham Hall,
library, courtyard, pool, and the clergy vesting room. The Sunday School
Annex underwent renovation in 2015 and is an Early Learning Center at
Good Shepherd operated by Episcopal Children’s Services. This center
serves as a school for preschoolers ages one to five.
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LOOKING FORWARD
Upcoming 150th and 100th Anniversaries: The year 2020 will be one
of celebration for Good Shepherd with an exciting cascade of events
being planned in recognition of Good Shepherd’s 150th anniversary
from its beginnings as a Sunday School in 1870, as well as the 100th
anniversary of the 1920 origin of the pool.
E.M. Skinner Organ, Opus 725 Triage
Project: Ernest M. Skinner was a master
organ-builder and a genius of his trade.
Skinner crafted his best organs in 1929, yet of his
four largest 1929 creations, only two remain.
Yale University has one. Good Shepherd has the
other. In fact, of the 250 organs built during the
most admired period of Skinner's career, very few
Skinner organs have survived in their original
state. Characterized by a lush, romantic sound, rich in beautiful string stops
and other orchestral imitations, Good Shepherd’s organ is now, more than
ever, a treasure entrusted to our care.
Although there was a complete restoration of the organ in the early 1990’s,
the leather used to replace hundreds of diaphragms (small leather pouches)
has deteriorated. As a result, countless ciphers (notes that play when they
shouldn’t) as well as dead notes (notes that don’t play at all) have reached a
tipping point. Additionally, with age and usage, the time has come to replace
the four keyboards and contacts on the organ console (also a source of
dead notes).
A triage project is well underway toward restoring the organ to its former
glory. Recently, an anonymous donor graciously offered a $40,000
matching gift toward this project, which has received enthusiastic response.
Worsham Hall Renovation: Celebrating 100 years
in 2020 since completion of its construction, there
are exciting plans in the works for renovations
to this structure and event space that is integral to the
Good Shepherd campus.
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RIVERSIDE-AVONDALE
A short drive from downtown Jacksonville, Riverside-Avondale is a vibrant
neighborhood that exudes charm and scenery, art, and history. It is a
socially, generationally, and racially diverse urban area with a spectrum of
income levels.
Jacksonville’s 32204 zip code, which
includes Good Shepherd and most of
Riverside, has seen over a forty-five percent
increase in millennials during the past five
years, ranking 6th out of the nation’s biggest
cities - and 1st in Florida - in millennial
growth. Median resident age for the 32204
zip code area is 34.8 years.
Since 2015 sections of the neighborhood have been undergoing renewal,
revitalization, and redevelopment. The two neighborhoods of Riverside and
Avondale have blended together into a three-mile-long picturesque
community, showcasing the largest variety of architectural styles in Florida.
The riverfront setting, ample parks, and tree-canopied streets blend with the
varied architecture. In addition to the scenic qualities, its energetic citizens
and cultural institutions enrich Riverside-Avondale. Continuing to expand,
the surrounding neighborhoods of Brooklyn, Ortega, and Murray Hill
revitalize and connect sections of the city west of downtown.
Shops, restaurants, inns, artists’ galleries, and the
historic Five Points area are intermixed with one
of the state’s leading medical centers and
state community college. Riverside-Avondale
Preservation, Inc. (“RAP”), helps support this
historic mix of architecture and culture. Annual
home tours, concerts, house restorations,
art festivals, art market, and a spectacular
Luminaria Festival during the Christmas Season
are sponsored by RAP. Riverside-Avondale,
Good Shepherd’s home, is one of America’s
unique neighborhoods, preserved for future
generations to enjoy.
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JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
Jacksonville is one of the
South’s most “up and
coming” cities with a
metropolitan population of
over one and one-half million
residents. Our region has
experienced steady growth
with the rapid development
and redevelopment of our
downtown area. Recently
added
luxury
high-rise
condominiums, city and federal buildings, retail and commercial
construction, a highly accessible main library, and innumerable building
renovations are bringing new restaurants and shops to this growing area.
Jacksonville is among the most affordable cities in Florida, with housing and
utilities being the best bargains. During the past five years the Jacksonville
Regional Chamber of Commerce, one of the largest and most active
chambers of commerce in the nation, has been successful in attracting the
expansion or relocation to Jacksonville of major operations that have created
thousands of local jobs. (See jaxusa.org)
Jacksonville is fortunate to have excellent health care facilities within a short
radius from Good Shepherd, including the Mayo Clinic, one of six Baptist
MD Anderson Cancer Center partnerships, and one of the first Proton
Therapy Cancer Treatment Centers in the world.
Jacksonville is the cultural center
of this region. Jacksonville boasts
a world-class symphony orchestra
that performs in our riverfront
Times-Union Performing Arts
Center, the Florida Ballet, the
Cummer Museum of Art and
Gardens, the Museum of Science and History, the Museum of Contemporary
Art, the Florida Theatre, the FSCJ Concert Series, and Theater Jacksonville.
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Jacksonville also is a great place for
people who like the outdoors and has
a lot of outdoors to like. With a land
area of 841 square miles, Jacksonville
is the largest city in land area in the
continental United States. In addition
to being right on the beach with 68
miles of Atlantic Ocean coastline,
Jacksonville operates the largest
urban park system in the country, with more than 350 sites covering over
6,000 acres. The broad St. Johns River bisects our city and provides
Jacksonville with its nickname as the “River City.” A large number of
fishing, boating, running, and other recreational opportunities exist.
Jacksonville has become a top golf destination with nearby Ponte Vedra
Beach serving as the home of the PGA Tour. The Jacksonville area boasts
some of the world’s finest golf courses, including the TPC at Sawgrass,
home of The Players Championship. Nearby St. Augustine is the home of
the World Golf Hall of
Fame. For the spectator,
Jacksonville annually hosts
the Florida-Georgia and
college
bowl
football
games. Jacksonville also
enthusiastically supports the
Jaguars NFL team as well as
professional soccer, rugby,
and minor league hockey
and baseball.
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DIOCESE OF FLORIDA
Good Shepherd is located in the Diocese of Florida. The Episcopal Church
in the Diocese of Florida is a healthy body of parishes, missions, and
mission stations ranging in size from mission stations with a few dozen
families to one of the largest Episcopal parishes in the country with over
5,500 members. The diocese covers 25 North Florida counties, stretching
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Apalachicola River in the west, from the
Florida-Georgia border to Palm Coast on the east coast, and to Cedar Key
on the west coast. Approximately 125 active and actively retired clergy
serve 75 congregations.
Directly
and
through
its
congregations, the diocese is
involved in church building and
re-building, mission and ministry
throughout the world, and support of
clergy and congregations so that
Jesus Christ may be known in North
Florida. Approximately one hour and
15 minutes west of Good Shepherd, the diocese owns and operates Camp
Weed, a 500-acre retreat camp and conference center, where the Diocese
made approximately $5,000,000 in physical improvements to lodging,
dining, and youth facilities after a successful capital campaign. Clergy meet
regularly for continuing education, fellowship, and retreats at Camp Weed
during the course of the year. The diocese is committed to nurturing healthy
clergy in its midst.
The diocese is actively recruiting excellent leaders as clergy to shepherd
congregations such as Good Shepherd. The Diocese of Florida welcomes
your interest in one of our very best church families.
More information on the Diocese of Florida can be found on its website:
www.diocesefl.org
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1100 STOCKTON STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, 32204
www.gsjax.church
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GOOD SHEPHERD RECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE
Ann Pridgen, Chair
Paul Arrington
JF Bryan IV
DJ Cheek
Shep Colledge
Kate Medill
Brian Palmer
Joe Porter, Senior Warden and ex officio member

HOW TO APPLY
Clergy interested in submitting an application for the position of Rector
at Good Shepherd, Jacksonville, please send a cover letter, resume, and
OTM profile to search.committee@gsjax.church.
Application deadline is May 1, 2020.
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