The Church of the Good Shepherd

Late Pentecost 2020

The Voice
Dear Friends in Christ:

It is with great joy that I write to you! We have been so
warmly welcomed and richly blessed by the members of
Good Shepherd.
It is with joy that we have begun in-person outside Sunday services at 10 a.m. called “Mass Under the Oaks.” It
has felt so good to be together worshiping the Lord in
person as safely as possible while masked and socially
distanced. We have started a 9 a.m. Sunday Adult Bible
Study in person (and by Zoom) in Craig Lounge (all doors
open, socially distanced, masked). On Wednesday evenings during Advent (December 2, 9, 16, 23) at 7 p.m. we
will have an Advent study of Walter Brueggemann’s book
“Names for the Messiah” by Zoom. And we are even now
planning for a joyous Christmas Eve service!
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I think that “joy” is the word that keeps coming to mind.
Nehemiah 8:10 says, “The joy of the Lord is your
strength.” And Paul lists joy as one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). It is this joy that is both a
strength of Good Shepherd and a gift of the Holy Spirit. It
is truly an honor and a privilege to join with the people of
Good Shepherd in ministry! Malinda and I look forward
to getting to know everyone.
Yours in Christ,
Brent+
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Postulant Update
Teri Calinao is a member of Good Shepherd
who has been in discernment for Holy Orders. Teri reports:

Teri Calinao, Postulant for Holy
Orders

Over the past couple of
years during my discernment process, I
met with The Rev. Dr.
Nancee Martin monthly, The Rt. Rev. Samuel
Johnson Howard, a
Congregational
Discernment Committee
for nine months, the
Vestry and the Commission on Ministry.
I was admitted as a
postulant for Holy Orders on May 28, 2020,
and was assigned as an
intern to Resurrection
Episcopal Church in
East Arlington, serving
with The Reverend Carrie English.
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Upon the approval and
blessing of Bishop Howard, I made application
to The Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest.
On November 2, 2020, I
was offered and humbly accepted admission
to the seminary in the
Master of Divinity program of study for the
Fall of 2021.
George and I will be
preparing for a move to
Austin, Texas in the
summer of 2021 for the
three-year program.
I am so grateful and
thankful for the support and prayers from
you all at Good Shepherd as I journey on
this path to answer the
call that God has
placed on my heart.
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Rosa Lee Brannon Food Pantry

Food bags ready for clients to pick
up at St. Catherine’s Food Pantry

Pantry shelves fully stocked
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For a number of years members of The Episcopal
Church of the Good Shepherd have supported St.
Catherine’s through weekly
collection of food items, supermarket gift cards, and in
person volunteering at the
pantry. Located at 4758
Shelby Avenue (between
Blanding Blvd and Cassat
Ave.) St. Catherine’s ministers to those in need of food
assistance. Due to the Covid
19 pandemic which began in
March, the number of patrons seeking help has increased significantly. Originally open every Wednesday of the month they were
forced to cut back to the
first and third Wednesdays.
The majority of food distributed comes from Farmshare
(USDA). The rest comes
from Feeding Northeast
Florida which is an arm of
Feeding America, and other
groups including Good
Shepherd, Ameris Bank, the
Rotary Club of South Jacksonville and others. Clients
are given a grocery bag with
shelf stable foods such as

cereal, juice, rice, pasta,
dried beans, peanut butter,
canned fruit, etc. A second
bag is also given containing
bread, meat, eggs or milk
and fresh produce.
During September 508 families were served including
1747 individuals. In October
466 families and 1586 individuals received assistance.
Following new guidelines
and strict protocol, recipients must wait in their cars,
while pedestrians and bicyclists wait outside in designated areas and the food
items are brought to them.
The volunteers at St. Catherine’s are fulfilling a crucial
mission with their extraordinary work. They wish to
thank members of Good
Shepherd for our continued
and caring support. As pantry volunteer chair Susan
Snider stated “The donations from Good Shepherd
have been a godsend.”
John S. Bunker

Outreach During a Pandemic
Outreach is and has been a thriving part of ministry at
Good Shepherd for many years. Our ministry to those
in our community has been strong, faithful and made
successful by many parishioners who have given their
time, talent and treasure.
The Pandemic has presented us with unfamiliar challenges. We have had to make changes to our traditional
way of worshiping as well as how we continue to fulfill
our outreach goals in the community.
The Blessing Box continues to fulfill a much needed
source of food for our neighbors. St. Catherine’s Food
Pantry donations continue to increase thanks to the
generosity of our parishioners, and there are numerous
others.

2019 Shepherd’s Tree, with gift
tags and with gifts ready for delivery to West Riverside Elementary School

The two upcoming Outreach ministries we have are The
Thanksgiving Meals and The Shepherd’s Tree. Both are
moving forward. These benefit the children and families of West Riverside Elementary School. The changes
to The Thanksgiving Meals and opportunities for you to
be involved are in the bulletin. Final details for how you
can bring Christmas gifts for the children are being finalized and will be in the bulletin soon. Please plan to
be a part of both of these outreach ministries.
Susannah Sands
Matthew 25:40
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’
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The Church of the Good Swimming Pool

The Good Shepherd swimming
pool

Mass under the oaks

Come on and get wet! The
Good Shepherd pool is now
open seven days a week!
The pool, one of Good
Shepherd’s most popular
community outreach ministries, provides the residents
of Northeast Florida with a
welcoming, safe and healthy
aquatics facility that fosters
personal growth and wellness. Currently, the pool
offers a wide range of activities, including swim lessons,
lap
swimming,
aqua/
physical therapy, aqua aerobics, scuba lessons, lifeguard training, and maritime survival training. Prior
to COVID, several age group
swim teams and special
needs groups also practiced
here. Swimming is a great
low-impact exercise that
helps build core strength,
flexibility and balance.
Members of the Good Shepherd family are always welcome to come check out the
pool. In fact, several already
use the pool on a regular
basis.
Susan
Callender
comes four days per week.
Says Susan, “The pool has
been a blessing for me during these uncertain times. It
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is a safe place where I can
exercise.”
Paul Arrington has been a
member of the pool for
over two years. Says Paul,
“What a blessing to be a
member of ‘The Church that
Taught a City to Swim’ and
take advantage of this
unique resource that we
have! I never learned to
swim as a youth, but realized I needed a low-impact
exercise with minimal stress
on my knees, so I took the
plunge and took swimming
lessons here. I went from
being apprehensive of even
dunking my head underwater to now enjoying an hour
of swimming several days a
week.”
The pool is open to everyone in Northeast Florida
and we offer membership
discounts to Good Shepherd
parishioners, RAP members,
Silver Sneakers, and other
neighborhood groups. For
more information about the
pool, or if you are interested in a tour, please contact
Carter Elliott, Pool Director,
at celliott@gsjax.church.

Betsy Lovett Hall Renovation Update
Since the last issue of The Voice, much work has progressed on Betsy Lovett Hall. Craftsmen from Southern
Waterproofing have been hard at work cleaning the
limestone and brick exterior of the building removing
stains that have accumulated over the past 25 years
from dust, pollution and mildew. In addition they have
repaired most of the cast stone tracery in the upper
story leaded glass windows. The majority of the remaining tracery repairs are in the central staircase tower, over the Forbes street doors. All the wooden casement windows in the Library and Parish Office have
been repainted. Once all the brick and stone is clean,
any cracks in the mortar will be repaired and a water
repellant coating applied that should keep water from
soaking into the exterior for the next 25 years. This
work is expected to take approximately 6 weeks depending on the weather.

Todd from Southern Waterproofing repainting window
frames

John Zell
Kurt from Southern Waterproofing working on
the cast stone tracery
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Funding of Improvements for Lovett Hall
The Finance Committee
will soon be making recommendations to the Vestry about the amount of
money to raise over the
next several years for the
renovation of Betsy Lovett
Hall plus some reserves.
Good Shepherd operates
with fiscal discipline. It
signs contracts for work
only when the dollars are
in hand.

The Church of the Good
Shepherd
1100 Stockton Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32204
Phone: 904-387-5691
Web: http://gdjax.church
E-mail: TheVoice@gsjax.church

Here’s where we stand
with funds, and we’re still
in early days of addressing
this. Please read the below as a work-in-progress.
It changes week to week
as the Finance Committee
and Vestry makes progress on the renovation
and the funding.
1. With Betsy Lovett’s
generous
gift
of
$365,000 for the renovation of Betsy Lovett
Hall, and $75,000 from
previous gifts for improvements, COGS has
$440,000 on hand.
2. COGS has received a
firm commitment of
$50,000 that we’re expecting to receive

shortly. This will take
our funds on hand to
$490,000.
3. Another commitment
of $100,000 or more is
in discussion from a
donor to be received
before year-end. It
may be in the form of a
matching gift, the
structure of which is
also still under discussion. If this comes to
fruition without a
matching requirement,
our expected total at
that time would be
$590,000.
Assuming
this comes to pass with
a matching requirement, and we raise the
match, our total once
the match is raised
would be $690,000.
4. We are in discussions
with several other donors.
5. We’ll then be making a
presentation to the
congregation on the
work and the funding
and asking the congregation for help to complete the work.
Joe Porter

