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FROM THE RECTOR
Dear Friends:
It is with Easter joy that we proclaim: Alleluia! Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
As we move into the Easter season many very good things are going on at Good Shepherd!
Our Good Shepherd COVID Task Force advised that we could go back to in person services
starting March 7. We are worshiping in Betsy Lovett Hall because all of the windows and doors
can be opened for better air flow, and we wear masks and remain socially distanced. But we are
worshiping together in person! We now are able to livestream our services so you could tune in
and see the service as it is happening. The services are also video recorded so anyone can watch
at any time. We are blessed with the choir singing while wearing special “singing masks.” The
choir sings from the balcony area of Betsy Lovett Hall, and they sound wonderful!
The cleaning and waterproofing of the exterior of buildings is moving along well. Our architect
will have documents prepared in the near future so that we can move forward with the restoration
of the inside of Betsy Lovett Hall. Even though the pandemic slowed the organ restoration, the
organ restoration company will begin again after Easter.
I am excited to work with the Vestry as we meet weekly for 6 weeks for a retreat to explore and
imagine what it means to be a visionary Vestry. Our Mission and Outreach Group is also going to
be meeting to explore God’s call to the people of Good Shepherd. And just a few weeks ago we
did a neighborhood cleanup called “Good Shepherd, Good Neighbors” in which we picked up 15
bags of trash.
As a people who live into
the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, I look forward to
the future as we pray and
discern God’s call to
Good Shepherd!
Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Brent Owens
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children's Sunday School for the month of March centered around a series called “Explore the
Church.” Each lesson connected the weekly gospel scripture to some part of learning about the
physical building of our church. The children were encouraged to ask questions, find biblical
stories in the stained glass windows and explore the many locations of the church associated with
morning worship services.
—Brian Palmer, Sunday School Teacher
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MEET OUR NEW VESTRY MEMBERS
Anne Graham
I’m a native Floridian, graduated from Lee High
School, and lived next door to Avondale Baptist
Church. Growing up, my family was very active at
Avondale Baptist, in leadership roles and in the
choirs. It turns out I have family history at Good
Shepherd though. My mother was Christened there
and was active at Good Shepherd when she was a
teen. My guess, she regularly enjoyed Good
Shepherd’s Friday night dances in Worsham Hall.
And Mom and Dad’s wedding ceremony was at
Good Shepherd. Apparently, there was an
agreement between Mom and Dad to raise their
family in the Baptist Church which gave us a sound
structure in our faith.
It seems as though the Episcopal Church was our
family’s destiny though. All three of my sisters
moved over to the Episcopal church and later after
my dad passed, Mom moved back to Good Shepherd, serving in the women’s circle, the flower
and altar guilds. With the encouragement and influence from my family, in 2006 I started singing
in the Good Shepherd chancel choir, never turning back. Under Fr. Jeff, I served as Vestry Clerk
for three years and I have dappled here and there as a lay weeder over the years.
Early 2019, I retired as a practicing Human Resource professional. One of my goals after
retirement was to become a Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) and in the fall of 2019, I completed
my certification as an MGV. Fortunately, my two daughters are local in Jacksonville and I’m very
involved with them and my two grandsons. I adore singing in choral groups, reading, gardening,
yoga, daily walks, baking sourdough breads and cooking meals from scratch.
Good Shepherd is my home, my community, and my place to serve.
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Ted Hornoi-Centerwall
I grew up in a Christian family, Disciples of Christ.
My parents took me with them to India on a church
mission. I attended an Anglican church there. In
1977, I joined the Episcopal Church as part of my
marriage. Despite divorce, remarriage, and moves
and job changes, I have stayed active.
The common thread in my career has been using the
spoken and written word within a business setting.
This means interviewing (technical writing),
editing (book publishing), and facilitating
(community college teaching).
After nearly twenty years participating in most aspects of worship at Good Shepherd, it might be
easier to say what I do not share with other members. We seem to have so much in common. What
draws me to Good Shepherd are the diversity of its members, their warmth, their willingness to
reach out, and how interested they are in putting their talents to work for the community. I want to
take my involvement to a new level, and serving on the vestry seems like a natural progression, as
I currently sing in the choir, read lessons, and take the Eucharist to shut-ins.

Matthew L. Wolfe
I have been attending Good Shepherd for over 25
years, and was received into the Episcopal Church
and Good Shepherd in approximately 2005. I have
served on the Vestry for approximately 10 years in
both voting and non-voting capacities. I have served
the last 2 years in a non-voting capacity as Chancellor
to the Vestry.
If nothing else, this virus has taught us about the
fragility of our assumptions about so many things,
including how we worship, what it means to be a
church, outreach to our members and our community
and thinking "outside the box" to come up with
creative solutions to changing circumstances.
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A LOOK AT 2020
With contributions from Susannah Sands and others
Despite the Coronavirus pandemic, Good Shepherd had active Christian Education classes and
outreach in 2020.

Sunday School
In 2020, children between the ages of four and ten attended Sunday School. No Sunday School
was held from March 15 until June 30 due to the pandemic, but Sunday School resumed via Zoom
in July of 2020.
Our current Sunday School teachers include Brian Palmer, Fran Wulbern, Sheryl Pulley, Doreen
Roman, Chelsea Pappalardo, and Kendal Lasota.

Thanksgiving
The 2020 Thanksgiving Meals project was made
possible in part by a generous donation from a
parishioner. We provided complete meals to 38
families with children at West Riverside
Elementary School. We made necessary
adjustments for safety during the pandemic and it
was successful. We had a wonderful response
from parishioners to help on the day of
distribution: Ted Centerwall, David Michael,
Susan Callender, Paul Arrington, Anne Graham,
DJ Cheek, John and Diane Bunker, Fr. Brent
Owens, and Susannah Sands.

Left: Paul Arrington assists
with Thanksgiving meal
distribution.
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CENTRAL RIVERSIDE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’S
TEACHER’S SUPPLY DRIVE
Annually in the spring, Good
Shepherd holds a School Supply Drive
for the teachers. This year because of
the pandemic we received funds from
parishioners and provided each of the
twenty-six teachers with a gift of $100
to purchase the supplies they needed
for their classrooms and for students.

Above: Volunteers and Early Learning Center children stand
with food items.

CHRISTMAS “SHEPHERD’S TREE” FOR WEST RIVERSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
This year, as in the past, we provided 100 tags with gift ideas for the children at West Riverside
Elementary. All the tags were taken by parishioners and gifts returned. Fr. Brent and several
parishioners delivered the wrapped gifts to West Riverside Elementary in time to go home for
Christmas break.

Above: Fr. Brent Owens, Sheryl Pulley, Gina Olson, and Susannah Sands stand with Shepherd’s Tree
gifts.
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CONTINUED SUPPORT OF ST. CATHERINE’S ROSA LEE BRANNON FOOD PANTRY
The people of The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd have continued to provide strong
support to the Rosa Lee Brannon Food Pantry at St. Catherine’s Episcopal Church in 2021.

Above: A load of donations from Good Shepherd
parishioners.
Right: Bags of food at the Rosa Lee Brannon
Food Pantry.

The Rosa Lee Brannon Food Pantry served a total of 485 families and 1539 individuals during the
month of February. Our numbers for 2020 included 20,316 individuals in 6235 households. We
are so appreciative of everything that Good Shepherd has done for us over the years but especially
during the pandemic.
—Susan Snider, Rosa Lee Brannon Food Pantry Volunteer

Above: Rosa Lee Brannon Food Pantry
volunteers. Left: Food at the pantry.

7

ALLELUIA, CHRIST IS RISEN!
Photos from John Bunker, Melinda Owens, and Chelsea Pappalardo

Below: Parishioners set up Betsy Lovett Hall for the Easter Sunday service.
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Easter flowers and the altar set up for the service.

Left: Later, the cross adorned with flowers.

Right: The Rev. Elyse
Gustafson and the Rev.
Brent Owens presiding.
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Above: Children go on an Easter Egg hunt after Fr.
Brent rings the bell.
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Do you have news to share with the people of Good Shepherd?
Send photos, stories, and reflections to Gina Olson, Assistant to the Rector for Welcome and
Community, at golson@gsjax.church.
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The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
1100 Stockton Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32204
Parish office: (904) 387-5691
Email: welcome@gsjax.church
Church website: www.gsjax.church
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Pool office: (904) 387- 4298
Pool website: www.gsjaxpool.com
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